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Attached is a long manuscript on the snbject of

SOCIAL CHANGE, SOCIAL MOBILITY AND EDUCATION. FroEl it

I would like to prepare a paper for the Brasilian Asso-

ciation for the Advancernent of Science.

The present manuscript is not very well organized

or focused, but I want to get a number of things down. on

paper as a first step and this is it. I would appreciate

your reading any sections which are of especial interest

to you and giving me your criticisriis.

Robert J. Havighurst
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Draft for Discussion
Robert J. Havighurst

SOCIAL MOBILITY, EDUCATION, AND SOCIAL CHANCE

IN FOUR SOCIETIES

Introduction

One of the most important aspecta of social change in modern times

is the vertical social mobility connected with it. Thia movcment up or

down on e scale of socio-economic atatue is rclated to education. The thre®

variables—:social mobility, social change, and education— are related to

each other in ways which thia paper will discusa.

The intcrrelations of social mobility, social chenge, and education

can be seen bettcr if they are viewed comparatively in several different

societiea. In thia way one may avoid over-hesty generalisations and aecure

s broader sweep for such conclusione as can be draxvn. Thercfore we have

used date from the United States of America, Brazil, England, end Australia.
es

The data are not altogether adequate, but tnuch is gained by using such data

as ere avsilable from several countrics.

The three elements which interact are themsclves quite complex. Social

change consista of sevorsl factors, which vary from one society to another.

Thue industrializa^tion and population-change are both fectors in social

change; and Brasil, with rapidly-increasing industrialization combined with

a high rate of natural increaee undergoes therefore a different kind of

social change from Australia, with industrialization combined with a rela-

tivcly low rate of natural increase. Social mobility is a phenomenon both

of individuais end of groups, and the extent of individual social mobility

may be different between Australia and the U.S.A., partly because the propor-

tion of the society’s resourcea spent on group mobility of the working claea

may have been different in the two countries. Educational systems may

have different rclations to mobility partly bccause of differences in the

syetems themselves, such es the emphasis on tochnology and on training

for businees careors in American higher education aa contrastei with the

emphasis on the liberal arts in British higher education.
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It would be a great over-simplif ication of reality if «e looked only at

the United States of America and ooncluded that social change in the tnodern

world nem increasing productivity which means increaaing upward social

mobility which is most easily attained through educetion. This does

not seen to be true of England, for instance, and it may not be true of

Brasil.

te shall look et the four societiee in turn, tracing the interrelations

of social change, social mobility, and education. Then we shall attempt to

make a generalization concerning the relationo of education to social mobil-

ity in various types of social change.

OOKOITIOKS VHICH TEND TO PROUUOE NET UPWARD MOBILITY

For the purpose of this paper we muat define socio-economic mobility

as mobility on a scale of occupational prestige. This procedure is not an

ideal one, but it can be defended in modern urban-industrial societies,

where Work has a central position and a person is evaluated socially by the

work he performs unless he ia in the uppermost class. lio doubt mobility on

an occupational scale is more easily achieved then mobility on a more gen­

eral social scale, and there is quantitatively more of it, in modern socie­

ties; but the correlation between occupational etatus and general•social sta-

tue is so high that we can use mobility on an occupational scale as a good

index of general social mobility.

If we identify social status with occupational position, in order

to study social mobility we have to ask ourselves what conditions increase

the number of positions of middle and upper status in a society; and, what

conditions create vacancies in the^positions that persist from one genera-

tion to the next.

There ere three general conditions which rnake for a net upward

mobility.

I. A shift in occupational distribution so as to increase the proportion of

middle and higher status occupational positions. This could result from:
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a. Change in technology of production which increaBes the propor­

tion of more technical and highly skilled and better-paid positions at

the expense of semi-akilled and unskilled jobs. For instance, automation

doea thi.s.

b. Change in type of industry from thoee with many unskilled

jobs to those with more jobs requiring technical training. The change

from agriculture to manufacturing industry usually does this; and so does

a change from ferming with human labor to farming with machinery.

c. Introduction of new industries which require a high proportion

of technicelly-treined and well-paid workers.

d. Increase of industrial productivity with resultsnt increaee in

wgges and salaries, which allows people to spend more of their income on

Services provided by profcssional people, thus increasing the proportion of

euch people.

e. Free or easy acceaa to valuable natural resources, such as

c?ood land, gold, diamonds, oil, uranium. This creates people with wealth

who take the stetus positions of owners of wealth;

II. A rapid increase in population, which crestes new middle and higher

status positions in eddition to the ones needed for a stationery population.

Since the children are consumera before they are producers, their increase in

numbers crestes / new jobs which are filled by the existing group of adulta,

thus producing net upward mobility in the adult group.

III. Differential fértility, with upper end/or middle status people not

reproducing their numbers. They leave gaps in the upper and middle classes

which are filled from below, provided the society maintains or increasea the

number of its middle and higher status positions.
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’ CONDITIONS WHICH PRQMOTE MOBILITY, BOTH UPWARD AND DOWN1ÍARD

Another set of conditiona promote both upward and downward mobility—

the relativa amounts of the two being detsrmined by the factors elready mentioned.

They are:

I. Free and easy eccess to the kind of education that opens the way to

Kiddle and higher status occupationa, with feirly rigorous standards.

This condition tenda to creste sn elite of talent rather thsn of birth.

II. Open coaspetition for middls and higher status jobs, based on objective

proceduree for filling positions. Again, this condition tends to create

en elite of talent rsther then of birth.

III. Chenging industrial procedures, creating new jobs and making old ones

obsolete, thus praventing a man or his faraily from gstting a vested

interest in a particular position.

IV. Upward group mobility of the lower classes, increasing their standard

of living and thus enabling them to givc advantages of better education and

better health to their children, thus increesing their corapetitive ability.

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Keeping the general proposition in wind, we will now examine the

four societies, coramencing with the United States of America.

Social Ohange in the USA

In the United States, social change aeeras to have worked in every

possible way to promote upward social aobility.

The country has become steadily more industrialised during the past

hundred years, and productivity has increased, both in industry and in agri-

culture. Productivity per roan-hour has increased six-fold since 1^50. Per

capita income, in 1929 prices roae from $.221 in 1300 to $246 in 1$7°> and

then rapidly to $501 in 1900 and $1140 in 19^0 ( ). This is the most rapid
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increase in productivity of any modern nation and places the USA well in the

lead over all other countries in per capita incotne.

EUring the 19th century there was cheap and fertile land to be had

on the frontier, gold was discovered, and when the physical frontier was

cloaed at the end of the century, oil discoveries and later on uranium "strikes"

provided quick riches and upward social ascent for many.

Under the impact of industrialization and then of mass productive

technology and automation, the occupational distribution chsnged sq as tó

increase the proportion of positions in the labor force which are essentially

middle claes positions. During the century before 195° the percentsge of the

male labor force who were in the professions increased frora 2,5 to 6.5, while

the percent of those engaged in owning or managing a business increased frota

A to 15. These were almost entirely upper-middle and upper class positions.

The proportion of these engaged in tradfeand transportation changed from 5

to 55 percent; many of these were white-collar workers of the lower-middle class.

The percent engaged in menufacturing and mining increased frota 17 to 5A, while

the proportion of the male labor force in farning decreased frota 65 to 15 per­

cent.

Social change created and enlarged the "new rniddle class" of salaried

and highly trained people—chemists, engineers, factory manager.s, teachers,

nurses, and Office workers; without decreasing the proportions in the estab- 

lished upper-tniddle class occupations of doctor, lawyer/, and minister of 

religion. Thus the result must be a movernent of upward mobility into these 

new positions (in view of the facts of differential fertility, to be pre- 

sented next).

Population Change. Population in the USA doubled every 50 years, from 1800

to 1920, end then elowed down until 19^5» after which there was again an upsurge.

More important than sheer population increase, for producing upward

social mobility, was the differential birth-rate, with upper-middle class and

upper class people failing to reproduce their numbers, while working class

families produced more than enough children to fill the gaps in the ranks

of the classes above them. This differential birth rate has existed in the
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USA for et leaot a century, though there are signa that the clasa differential

has decreased aince the end of World War II. Some crude calculations made

by the writer ( ) indicete that the upwerd movement of youth from lov/er to

higher status in order to make up for deficita due to fallure of the higher

grpups to reproduce themselves would creste a net upward mobility of about 1J

percent per.generation, moving up one step on a five-step socisl claas scale.

This is obviously e minimum, for it assumes no increese in the proportion of

higher stetus occupational positions.

g
Distribution of Income. The increase^per capita Income is an everage figure.

Income increasee may have gone to owners of business, or to the salared

middle class, or to the working-class, or it may have been invested in

capital epuipment. All theee things have hsppened in the USA. Small buaineaa

men hsvs made such profits that they inoved up the socio-economic scale to

become large business men. Professional men increased their real incomes.

But a considerable part of the increased national income has gone to manual

workers, who hsve the highest material standard of living of any working

class today. Thus the working class has experienced upward group mobility,

but not enough to move out of the lowest place on the socio-economic ladder.

The aociel distence between lower class and lower-middle class ,’nas been

reduced, and the lower class is better able to provide its children with

education end heelth so as to give them better chances for upward

mobility

Social Mobility in the USA

We shall distinguish between two aspects of social mobility—

individual and group. In the first case the individual moves up or down

on the social scale. In the second case a social group moves up or down—

a phenomenon which is more difficult to detect because it consists mainly in

the change of social distence between groups and not of one group rising

above or falling below another group. For instance, the urfean working

claae has experienced upwerd socisl mobility in the USA and Western Europe—

that is to say that the social distence between the lower-middle class

and the lower class has decreesed. The evidence for this is seen in the

relatively great increaee of real income for the urban working claae, and their 
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increasing possesoion of the symbols of higher status, euch as automobiles,

labor-ssving machinery in the horae, and education for their children.

The United States has been charaoterized by a high degree of

individual upwsrd mobility, and the American working class haa experienced

upward group mobility in the firat 100 yeara.

All four of the conditions previously mentioned for social fluidity

havc been present in the United States; and there has been a net upward

mobility st all times, as for es we cen tell from data now available.

■ At first a principal cauee of upward mobility was the exploitation of

a vast and rich country by a repidly growing population. The population

doubled every $0 years from 1800 to 1920, which meant that eacja generation

hed at leest twice aa meny positions of middle and high socio-economic status

as its predecessor—positions to be filled by the children of the earlier

generation or by immigrants.

Since about 1900, with the closing of the physical frontier and the

teking up of the good free land, the principal cause for upward mobility haa

been technological developcent, which has increased the productivity of

the society and increased the proportion of higher-status positions in the

society. To this should be added the exploitation of oil, and the fertil-

ity differential between social classes.

It is cleer that there has been a net upward mobility in American

society in every generation during the past 150 years. But the actual meanur-

ment of this mobility is a technical problem which has not been thoroughly w

worked out. There must be a scale of social status, against which mobil­

ity can be measured. If such a scale has a hundred points, for instance,

then e very small amount of mobility can be registcred. But if the scale

has a smaller number of points, it takes a greater degree of mobility to

count et all. Furthermore, there is the problem of comparison of social

scales from one generation to the next. If the scale is based on occupa-

tions, the occupations may shift in their status value from one generation

to the next, so that a men who is a barber in one generation may actually

have a different status from that of a barber in the next generation.
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To get around such difficulti.es, the sociel cless concept has been

uaed, with as meny pointe on the social scale es there are social classes.

Then, if the social clsss velue of sn occupation chnnges from one generation

to the next, this fact will be used in ascribing social status to the indiv­

idual .

With tho presant stste of knovledge, s social cless scale of four to

soven classes soeras the rnost useful device for measuring social status in

comparativo studies. It would be easier to make comparativa studies if all

researches used the some number of social classes, but this would not

reflect the real differsnces between societies in social structure, nor

would it reflect the different procedures used by different people in deter-

mining social class position. Therefore wc must remember that a given nuner-

ical estimate of the degree of mobility is relative to the social class

scale used, so that e finding of 10 percent net upward mobility between two

generetions using a Jj-point scale -of social classes cannot be directly comp-

ared with another finding of lp percent net upward mobility in another society

using a 7-point scale of social classes. The two figures ma.y sctually

represcnt practicslly the ssme degree of mobility.

Fortunately, the differences between societies in their degree of

mobility are great enough to allow the rather crude comperisons which

are made under tnese conditions.

How líuch Mobility is there in the USA? The most useful mcasure of the

amount of individual social mobility between two generetions is made by

comparing a sample of people with their own parente, comparing the States of

each person with thst of his parente on the ssme scale. The main problem here

is to get á reasonably good sample. This has been done in the United States

for a falrly good sample of men and women eged 40 to 70 in the Metropolitan

Area of Kansas City, in 1954. The sample was limited to a particular region

of the USA and hed relatively few farmers in it. On a 5~P°int scale of social

status, Coleman and Peterson ( ) find the following: the proportion of adults

aged 40 to 70 who had the same status as their fethers when they were in

the same age period was 55 percent. The proportion who were upward mobile

at leest one class was 55 percent, and the downward mobile group was 12

percent, making a net upward mobility of 21 percent. This figure is sup-

ported by other studies. For exemple, McGuire ( ) sompared the initial 

difficulti.es
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adult status of all the young people in a amall mid-western City with

thet of their parenta, and found a net upward mobility of 19 percent.

Again, a study was mede of the mobility from birth to age 50 of a semple

of people agec 65 and over in a small mid-western community in 1948. ( )

Using a five-point social class scale, it was found that 41 percent hed not

changed, 56 percent had been upward mobile and 25 percent had been down-

ward mobile. This gave a net upward mobility of 15 percent for a genera-

tion born about 18Í0 (older than the Kansae City group). This eatimate

ia conservetive, for a good many of the more highly mobile people who

were born about 1380 went to larger cities, and would not be found in a

sample aged 65 in e small city of 5 to 10 thousand.

Another study of more limited generality helpa to answer the question

whether the degree of social mobility has changed in the USA in the pest

50 years. Warner and Abegglen ( ) studied the social origina of a large

semple of American business leadera in 195O> and compared thia with the social

originsof American business leaders in 1900. They found that the propor-

tions of business leaders whose fnthera were manual workers or minor white-

collar workere increased from 1900 to 1950. While the proportiona whose

fathers were farmers decreased between these two dates, this decreace

was more than counterbalanced by the increase of men whose origina were

urban working class or lower-middle class.

Thus it is clear that there has been e considerable net upward

mobility of Americans during thé past century; together with a degree of

downwerd mobility. American society has been a fluid one, with almost

helf of its people changing social position during their life-tirae.

There has elso been a general upward mobility of the American working

class as a group, aa is evidenced by the increased real incorae of this group,

and by ita increasing posseasion of certain symbols of middle-class status,

such as labor-seving devices in the home, vacation with.pay, and secondary

and higher education for their children.



Education and Social I-'obility

In discuoaing education in relation to oocial nobility, it is
3 Xueeful to distinzuish between tha functi-jrrémd the eymbol ic valuos of education.

Education haa s functionol value when it is used directly to accomplish 8

pupoee.. For exaeple, when s person takca an engineering couree and becomea

en engineer, hia cducation hes had a functional value for his. Education hao

a oyrabolic velue when it ie used as e eymbol of atatus. For exanple, when a

poraon takes a docto.r’s degree in nedicíne and usea the degroe as a Symbol

of atatus, but does not practice medicine, his education hna a aynbolic value.

Or when an unoducated aen earrs a good deal of money in buoinesa and then eenda

hio son to a selective private school bcfore the oon enters the farnily businesa

the 0on's education has a symbolic veluo.

Of all codern oountrios, the United States has gone the furtheat

in atrescing the functional rather than tho symbolic values of education,

exccpt perhopa the Sovict Union. The first collegco wcre set up in the United

States to train clergymen, and lavyera, and later Eedical doctora. In the 19th

century the Anericen public ochools were created to raake the citizona of the

young democracy literato, so that they would be better citizens and more effic-

ient wor-rers.

The great increaoe in uecondory achool onrollment after 1900 carne 

bocause perents thought their children could get better jobs through learning

the skills and knowledge taught in school. In the United States there has becn 

e groet deveiopisent of schoola and coursea of buoincss- aininistrotion in the

universities, because boya and their parente believe that such courcea will

oelce succsasful business roen. And the enormous technologicsl developccnt of

the 20th ccntury sbw the culitplicetion of enrolltcents in schoole of engin-

ocring, and of technical secondery achool couraos to train people dirc-ctly for

the new joba in induotry.

In the 19th ccntury, higher education was used içainly to train

peoplo for tho profeosions, but in the latter part of the century the atate 

univoraities devcloped achools of agriculture and engineering, to train soien- 

was groving with extremo rapidity. Theee people—ongineera, chemiots,

tific fortners and engineers for e aocioty of increacing produetivity.

In the 20th ccntury, the "new niddle cloas" of aalarjed eaployeos 
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accountantd, teachers, nurses, etc;. — increased from 6 percent of the labor

force in lfí?O to 25 percent in 1950. There were 7>000 engineers in 1870

and fifty times as many in 1950.

This new middle class had to have education for their work.

Furthermore, the future busineos executiva was rõore and more likely
e.

to use education as a tneans of doing his job better. In Warner and Abeggljfa^s

study of big business leaders in America in 1952, 57 percent were college grad-

uate, far more than would have been found in any other country. ( ) Sixty

percent of the bueiness leaders had specific education in businees administra-

tion either in college or after graduation from college. In the authors1 worda,

"They (the business elite) have become, to a large extent, a professional

class which demanda formal training and preparation, over a braod field of

knowledge as well as in technical areas, as prerecuisites to e successful career."

In a number of studies it has been found that the people who have

been upwerd mobile have more education than their class-stable neighbora in

the social class to which they have arrived, while people who have been down-

ward mobile have less education than the stable people of the class they left

behind.

It is olear that education has been responsible for much of the social

aobility of the United States, and that what was important was education of

certain funetional typee.

There has been, of course, some use of education for its symbolic value.

Weelthy men sent and still send their sons to Yale and Princeton often as

much for the oyiabolic value of degrees from these colleges as for the func-

tional values of their studies. Still, the sons were likely to study the

subjects which seem«ri to them to have the most funetional value. Therefore

the classics and the modern foreign langueges—which tend to have the most

symbolic value—have been relatively neglected in American education. The

eymbolic values have been more important in the education of girls than of

boys.

A few ysars ego a Vice-President of the Standard Oil Company of Indiana

declared publicly that a university course in the classics would be better
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for a rsan golng into businese than a functional course in engineering

or in businese adminiotration. This man had been trained ao a chemiot before

he made e auccess in busineaa, but he wne exhibiting a tondency of auccesa-

ful men who ha ve had a functional education. They tend es thcy grow older

and more pówerful to priese the syísbolic values of education rather than

the functional values. But their coapanieo in recruiting young men juot

out of college do not look. for thoce who have apecialir.ed in the clacsics.

^ducetionel legues, What has been sald ebout the importance of functional

eugpation to mobility in the USA does not prove that education liude- the USA

the most productive netion in the world. The great natural reaourcos of the

country had auch to do with this, together with certain pclitical eventa,

such og World tfar I.

Whot can be said wíth acsurance is that a functional use of eiucationi

et all leveis has gone hand in hand with the technological deves] opment end

IncrcBGcd productivity of the American econony, that education of this type
'í'

was eesentisl to this dcvelopaent, and that the upward mobile pcople have

mede the icost use of functional education. The United Statés, with the greet-

est productivity and the greetest aruount of upward social mobility of taodern

nations, has nade the grestset use of a functional type of education.

One other netion has gone in evon more for functional education and

for increased productivity than the USA. That is the Soviet Union, where aleo

there has been a great deal of both upward and d.owmssrd social mobility during

the present century. Much oí thie mobility has been a result of political

revolution. There are no dsta avsilable on the degree of individual

Eobility in the present aocial strueture of Soviet Rússia. Preaumebly, the

upward mobile people in Rússia are the oneo who have made the aost use of 

opportunities for functional education,



GREAT britais

Euring the 18th century England wau a prosperous country based on

agriculture with a small but developing industry. Populatlon begsn to grow

again, rising frora $.5 to 9 million after two centuries of stegnation. Dur-

ing the l<?th century the populatlon nearly quadrupled.

The lGth century upper class was a landed aristocracy who ma de the

towns, even London, aerve their purposea. There was a small middle clesa

of tradesmen, clerks, and small farmers, and a large lower claas of rural

laborers and urban workers. (

Social Chsnge in England

By 1320 the Industrial Revolution hed changed the face of the middle

and north of England, with the growth of industrial towns and the creetion of

en urban middle claas who were to grow in wealth and power. This first

industrialized aociety provided a grond channel for upward nobility, either

in the Britlsh industrial centers or in the shipping business or in the

empire's Service. Those who preferred a more adventuroue life would find

it, and wealth, too, by taking up cheap land in Canada, Austrelia, or South

África, or by exploiting the resources of gold, diemonds and exotic egricul-

tural products which the restloss British brought to light in the 19th century.

British capital built profitable enterprises all over the world, and British

ships earned money for their owners on the seven seas.

The economy be.came steadily more industrialized from 1800 to the

present. Agriculture was displaced early as the main occupation of the people,
I

with 17 percent of the labor force in agriculture in 1871, and only 6 percent

in 1951. During these 60 years the proportion engaged in trade and transporta-

tion rose from 8 to 27 percent, while in 1951, AO percent of the British

labor force was in manufacturing and construction, more than in the other three

countries being considered. The proportion engaged in professionel and public

Service increased from 6 to 10 percent.

England increased her productivity, but not so much as did the USA.

British per capita income multiplied about four-fold from 1370 to 19J0,

while that of the USA multiplied five-fold. Output per man-hour was always
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lower in England than in the USA, which had 2.3 tirnea as high a tnan-hour

output in 1955 aa did Britain.

Early in the 29 th century raost of the expansiva econoviic forces had

run their course, and Britain wac feoling the corcpetition for world niarkets

of the industry of Germany. After World Víar I, tho United States and Japen

entered the competition for sale/ of manufactured goods, and Britain had lost

iiuch of her capital in paying for the war nhc had won. At a time when the

new industrial nations were improving their industrial plentg) with now capital

investment, England was striving to hold her own with s miniaua of new in­

vestis ent. The United States passed Britain in output per worker in rcenu-

fecturing and handicrafts, as did two of her Oominions, Australia and New

Zealand.

To suramerize, industrialization cooaenced esrlicr in England than

in the USA, but after 1853 the rate of change was not ao great in England

as in the USA. Still, as long as England was expanding her industry and cotn-

merce, and her population was growing rapidly, thore was a good deal of

room for upward social mobility.

Population Changes. After 1900 the population curve of Great Britain

cosroenced to levei off and alraost ceasod to grow during the 19JO-4O decade/.

Still, England had tho differential birth rate which aids upward mobility,

probably fron 1350 on.

Gistribution of Income. Since 1900 the working claoa of England has gained

more in real income than has any other social class. While the upper and

ffiiddle classes have suffered from high taxation to pay the costs of two

world wars, and from inflation, the working clasa raised its standard of

living substantielly through public provision for health servicea and old age

pensiona, and through expanded public secondary eduestion.

Sociel Mobility in Britain

The technological chonges of the paat century as well as the growing

politicel and economia democretization of the country have served to create

a relatively high degree of individual mobility, though not neoesaarily

upward mobility.



The principal factora meking for upward mobility have been the

differentiel birth rate and the incroasing "new middle class " of ealaried

employees. But the increaaing numbers of the new middle class have been

offset by a decreese in the proportion of business owners and employers.

Thus the proportion of manual workers in the labor force of England did not

decrease from 1900 to 1950, 33 it did in the USA.

There is good Information on socio-economic mobility in Britain over

the past 50 years, from the atudy by Glass and his colleagues ( ). In thia

study, occupation was used as the index of socio-economic status, and a repre-

sentative sample of sen and women were interviewed about their own occupations

and those of their fethers and grandfathers.

Glass finds a net downward mobility between the generation of men who

were active in 1950 and their fathers. The basic data are shown in Table 1,

which hes been worked over from Glass' 7 point scale to e J-point scale by

the writer, eo as to make the resulte roughly comparable with the American

mobility study. Glass finds that 40 percent have the seme status ss their

fathers, and definitely more sons with lower status than those with higher

status than the father. There is a net downward mobility of about 7 percent.
I

However, this figure would be decreased if the younger men (aged 20->0) had

been left out of consideration, and some of the younger men are certain

to reise their status later.

This finding of a net downward mobility is supported in Glass' study

of status changes between men in 19^9 and their adult sons and their fathers,

shown in Table 2. Only 18 percent of the three-generation group had stabil-

ity (no chenge in status) over three generations. There was consistent

incrcase of status over three generations in 5 percent of the cases, and con-

sistent decrease in 8 percent.

Group Mobility. The working class in Britain has been upward mobile ss a

group, in relation to upper and middle clssses. There is now less social

distance between the working class and the lower middle class than was true

a century ego.
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Mobility and Social Change. From the situotion in England it is seen that

social change does not necesoarily produce a net upward individual social

mobility in e society, although it seems to make for a relatively high degree

of vertical mobility, both upwerd and downwerd. Why has not England had a net

upwerd mobility, es has the USA?
t

The reasons are probably several. One is that Britains increasing

productivity has been used more to raise the standard of living of the working

•class than to increase the number of middle and higher status positions in the

society. Another is that much of Britain's income has gone to pay for two world

wars. Thus Britain could not raise the standard of living of all claases

as much as did the USA, which did not suffer so much from war and which

had a greater increase of income to distribute.

Another reason for England1s lack of net upward mobility may be a

loss of higher status positions enjoyed in the l?th century duç,to loas of

colonies and to the Dominion®s’ filling more and more of their own higher

status positions with their own natives. It may be also that technological

development has not proceeded as far in England as in the USA (in eutomation,

for example), and therefore has not replaced so many manual occupations with

occupational positions of middle class statua.

Educetion and Social Mobility and Social Change

Eighteenth Century England reached a high point in culture with

•very little use of formal educetion. The upper class made little claim tc

being intellectual. They were often content to send their sons to the local

grammar school to study and play with sons of yeomen and shápkeepers who

were destined for a clerical career. Some upper-claos families used private

tütors for their children. The Universitiee of Oxford and Cambridge were

dead intellectually, end had only half as many students as in the preceding

century. They would not accept students who were Hon-Êoftiformists or Catholics.

An upper class man might set hia aon up in the Army or the Diplomatic

Service, but this required no more than a grammar school education. Some

of the younger sons of the lesser gentry were apprenticed and tearned a trade,

while others read in law offices or studied to become teachers. Education

generally consisted of Ma little Latin and lese Greek."

Still, even at this time, a few clever boys from poor families were
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new
Bent to locei graromar schools and used their education to rise into the.middle

• \

class. The Scots made more use of this means of social escent than did the

English, at first.Scottish schools were rether botter than the English in

the 18th and early 19 century, and Scottiah boys there-laid the foundations

for rising into the business and politicsl leadership of the Brpire in the 19th

century.

Thus education was beginning to be used functionally for social mobil-

ity in the early 19th century. Also, it had become evident that the common man

ahould become literate, to make him a more efficient worker and a better

Citizen. Frota lôJO to 1900 England developed free elementery education on e

functional basis. At the aame time secondary education wcs becoming functional

for the middle-class business man, and it was becoming evident that a grammer

school education would help a poor but erabitioua boy to get shead in business.

After 1900 the "new middle class" of salaried people began to be important,

and the higher institutions responded by expanding their fecilities for technical

training and for teacher training. The developing "provincial universitjee"

were more functional in their emphesis than X/p/ Oxford and Cambridge.

Thus education became more and more of a means to nobility in England,

though there remained the direct channel up through businesa with no more than

a secondary schooling as a baais. Evidence of the growing importance of post-

secondary education and the increasingly functional character of it is seen in

Table J, from Glass. Men and women have chosen lesa and less the traditional uni-

verity course during the past 40 years, while men have taken technical courses

(mainly engineering) and women have taken commercial courses.

Table 4 shows that the children of highcr-stetus fathers are mainly

the ones who have taken the traditional univarsity course, while the children

of lower-etatua fathers have taken professional (technical, coirmercial) courses.

For the people whom Glaso studied, who had nearly all been born before

1950» only 6.5 percent had aecured a post-secondary school education. Second­

ary education vias more importont as a means to upward mobility than higher educa­

tion was.
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1944
Sinco.there has been a major cxpanaion of secondary education in Eng-

land, whi?h will meke this kind of education more nearly availeble to all youth,

and wlll probably increase the amount of social mobility to some extcnt.

The situation la summed up in Glaus' book by Jean Floud as follows:

"Education, at lenat to thc secondary levei, has long been almost

indispenseble even in the lower ranka of industry and commerce, and

some forra of further education a prereouisite for individual advance.

The educationel System hae thcreby become the primary•agency of occupc-

tional and social aelection, and the resulte of the inquiry presented in

this chapter malte clear the limited faahion in which it functioned in thie

respcct in the inter-war years. The 1944 Act, however, provides □ frame-

work for reform. It constitutes a promise of change in the nature and

distribution of educotional opportunity which, if it materializes, will

elmost certainly bc accompanied by consiòerable changes both in the social

heirarchy of occupations and in the degrce of mobility within and between

occupetiona." ( p, 125)

This suggcsts that more secondary and more higher education may alone

bc enough to increase the amount of upward social mobility in Britain. If

this is so, it rrust be done through an increase in productivity which crestes

moro middle and high stetue po^tions in England. Othorwise every further increase
4

of upward // social mobility raust be matched by downwerd mobility.



Table 1

coí:parison of SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF ENGLISHMEN Lí 1949

kITH that of thetr fathers

Percentages

Father'B Status Current Status of Sons (adult in 1949) Fathers
No.

1 +• 2 1 4 5. 6 t 7

1-2 (5.6) 1.7 0.7 1.4 0.5 279

5 1-5 (1.9) ' 1.8 5.5 1.2 545

4 0.9 1.6 (5.1) 6.4 2.8, 518

5 1.4 5.2 5-5 (20.4) 15.0 1510

6 - 7 0.5 1.0 2.1 9.1 (11.3) 345

Sons No. 262 550 459 1429 1017 5497

Total: up^erd mobile 26.2 percent
non-mobile 40.8 percent
downward mobile 55.0

Adapted frorc Table 2, p. 18J of Glass



Table 2

CHARACTER OF OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY IN THREE GENERATIONS

Type of Movement

Unidirectional through
Three generetions

Stable between Grandfather
and Father; Ascent or Deacent
Between Father and Son

Percentage of
Total

Stable 18
A a cent 5
Deacent 8

Aacent 10
Deacent 11

Ascent or Deacent between Ascent
Grandfather and Father; Stable Deacent
between Father and Son

Ascent, Grandfather to Father;
Descent, Father to Son 15

Deacent, Grandfather to Father;
Ascent, Father to Son 15

Total Í00

Total number of cases 991

Adapted from Table 15» p. 280, of Glaes, SOCIAL MOBILITY IN
BRITA IN



Table 5

CHANGES IN ENROLLMENT IN THE VARIOUS TYPES OF HIGHER EOJCATION
IN ENGLAND

Percentage Distribuí,ion
Type of Post-Secondary Education

M.- A L 3 S F E M A L S 3
Date of
Birth

Commer*1 Tech'1 Univ. Other Total.
No.

Conte'1 Tech ’1 Teach.
Trng.

ünlv. Other Total
No

Before
1890 21.9 47.7 9.4 21.0 128 15.4 12.4 25.8 5.2 45.2 97

1890-99 25.5 51.1 6.5 17.5 155 52.6 15.1 10.9 5-4 53.0 92

1900-09 24.4 56.1 4.1 15.4 221 48.9 12.6 4.6 5-4 50,5 174

1910-19 28.J 54.9 7.5 9.5 280 45.9 12.0 5.6 4.5 52.2 255

1920-29 15.4 67.8 6.7 10.1 298 60.9 11.1 4.2 4.8 19.0 289

1950 or
later

5.2 80.6 5-2 15.0 51 62.7 15.7 2.0 2.0 19.6 51

Totala 22.0 53.1 6.7 15.2 1097 47.5 12.1 7.4 4.4 28.8 956

From Table 15—Glass, p. 1J4



Table 4

DISTRIBUTIOK OF INDIVIDUALS H0LDIN3 VARIOUS TÍPES OF
HIGHER EXCATION QUALIFICATIONS ACCORDING TO STATUS

CATEGORY OF FATHER.

Percentages

Stetua of Fother
Univeroity Profesalonal :Mlacellan-, Total Percent of ell

eubjects at this
status levei with
qualifleations

j eous ; Mo.

1 56.1 27.8 56.1 72 28.1

2 17.6 25.5 56.9 51 16.0

5 9.7 54.4 55.9 95 12.0

4 4.2 27.7 63.1 94 8.5
5 l

1.8 22.8 1 75.4 167 4.9

6 & 7
í

5-5 15-9 1

!
80.6 56 1.8

Frotn Glaas, Table 16, p. 155



AUSTRALIA

Social Change in Australia
Australia is the youngest of the four countries we will

examine. In 13j0 Australia was no more than a collection of

frontier settlements. With gold rushes in the 50 ’s and the

90's, and with a frontier that is still active, this country

has the most recent experience of men making fortunes out of

cheap land, and working their way up in a new society by

their own individual efforts against nature, rather than in

a social organization such as industry or commerce.

With a vast territory and a small population, Austrália

is both rural and urban. While her wool and meat and wheat
s

are her most valuable export product., 50 percent of her peo-

ple live in cities over 100,000 in size, the highest propor-

tion to be found in any country,. and only 15 percent of her

labor force is in agriculture.

The second half of the 19th century saw Australia change

from a pastoral economy dominated by a few wealthy cattle

and sheep raisers to a mixed economy íbased on mining, manufac-

turing for the domestic market,* and agricultural productio»
y»

for a world market. Thus the first half of the twentieth cen­

tury saw the development of heavy industry, the beginning of an

export trade in manufactured goods, as well as continued high

agricultural production for export.

Because of her largerscale agricultural property, Australia

developed labor-saving agricultural machinery early, and has

maintained a high levei of productivity, second only tb the USA.

Per capita income in 19^.8 was $812 in 19218 dollars, which was

almost twice that of 1900. Output per worker in manufacturing

and handicrafts in 19ÂJ.8 was worth $55600, compared with $2j., 110

in the USA, $1,2150 in the United Kingdom and $520 in South Amer-
ica.^<f)
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The two World Wars hastened the expansion of Australian

raanufacturing industry, and Australian njachinery and methods

are more modera than those of Britain.

In spite of the development of modern industry, the pro-

portion of manual workers1 jobs in the labor force seems not to

have declined, as it has in the USA. Oeser and Hammond ( )

comment on this fact as follows;

"In the period lÇOO-Zj.8 there has been a clear decline

in the relative proportion of the employer and self-em-

ployed class and a corresponding increase in the other

leveis, particularly in that of white-collar workers;

for example, in factory employment in Australia sinee 1900

the proportion of owners has been halved while that of

white-collar eniployees has practically doubled; this is

owing to the greater centralization of industry going

along with the increasing size of factory units. In

factory employnjent the proportion of skilled and sesni-

skilled together has remained fairly constant at about

70 percent. In employment other than in factories, the

number of farmers has not increased proportionately to

the population, again indicating a relative decline in the

enploying class; and the civil Service has increased its

relative proportion so that at present about one bread-

winner in four is an employee of a govermient body. This

again indicates a relative increase in the proportion of

erapàoyees to eroployers, but the increase is probably

greatest at the levei of white-collar workers. Hence,

in these two generations there has been a decline of the

■ employing class with corresponding increases in the employed

groups, particularly white-collar'workers."

Thus it seems that the distribution of jobs of various types

in the Australian economy has not shifted since 1890 in favor

of more middle-class positions. There has been some readjust-

nient between self-employed and employed white-collar workers, 



reflecting the increase in the "new middle class," but the pro-

portion of working-class positions has apparently changed very

little.

However, there is probably a good deal of difference in

e_conomic and social structure in the various parts of Australia.

Western Austrália, a young and rapidly-growing state, probably
/

has more upward mobility than Victoria and New South Wales, the

older and more stratified states.

Population Changes, Rapid increase in population tended to make
is

for upward social mobility, from 1850 to 1930» During thá per-

iod Australia's rate of natural population increase was much 

higher than that of England, and even higher than that of the

USA. From 1850 to 1890 the rate of natural increase was about 

2 percenu a year, which is almost as high as that of present-

day Brasil.
are

Differential fertility data $.6 not available at this writing,
K

but there was probably little or no differential fertility up

to about 1900. Since then there has probably been some differ­

ential fertility, but not as much as in the USA and England.

Distribution of National Income. The Australian working class has

fought for a larger share of the national income since 1890,

and, on the whole, fairly successfully. The Australians developed

labor unions further than did European workers in the period

before 1900. The first great agricuitural labor union was founded

in Australia.
g

The unions met a great test of strenth in the 1890’s when a

world economic depression reduced the prices of Australian agri-

cultural exports, with resulting efforts to cut wages in Australia.

Labor and capital fought a bruising battle, with the result that

a Labor Party was formed, about 1900, and the country became

s trongly polarized about labor and capital. It was a peculi-

arity of the Australian labor force that there was a reibatively

small middle class. One reason for this was the scarcity of the 
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the small independent middle class farmer in Australia, most

agricultura being conducted by largs owners with a large labor

force.

Since 1900 the Australian working class has much improvei

its group status, through a govern/ment wage control board, and

through a liberal system of family allowances (based on number

of children) together with a fairly generous system of old-age

benefits.

Social Mobility

Although the data are scanty, it seems certain that there

was a considerable amount of upward social mobility in 19th

century Australia. The gold fields produced wealthy men in the

1850’s, and the cheap land made it possible for a limited number

of people with small capital to become wealthy landowners.

However, there seems to have been little or no net upward

mobility during the 20th century. The evidence for this state-

ment is not as good as it might be, but it fits with the gen-

eral facts about the Australian economy in this century.

Oeser and Hammond, about 1950» studied the families of
I

sixth-grade children in two state primary schools in a Mel-

bourne suburb of "mixed socio-economic classes." They secured

data on the occupation and education of the fathers and paternal

grandfathers of these children. The results are shown in Table 5.

Using a Zj-class social scale, the proportion of non-mobile men

was 215 percent, the proportion upward mobile was 20 percent,

and 35 percent were downwaid mobile. This is a high degree of

mobility for a four-class scheme, and a considerable degree of

net downward mobility. Erom the Table it can be seen that there

has been considerable movement out of the employer and self-

employed class, and into the white-collar (lower-middle) and

skilled labor classes. It should be noted here, that this

particular group of men found their first jobs in the 30's,

d uring a depression period, and may have suffered more downwgrd

mobility than a later group of young adults.
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Australia meets several of the conditions for net upward

mobility. It has become industrializei, and has a relatively

high levei of productivity. It had a rapid increase of popula-
stion, up to 193 0, and has regained its rapid growth rate hice

World War II. It probabJLy has sjiioe differential fertility,

though not as much as.England and the United States.

On the other hand, the Australian working class has stressed

its own group mobility to such an extent that it may have inter-

fered with individual upward mobility.

Education, Social Mobility and Social Chame

From 1850 to 1900 Australia created a state system of elemen-

tary schools which, together with the church-supported parochial

schools made the population literate, During this time, second-

ary education was mainly for the sons of wealthy landowners

and bus^iness men. There developed a set of private schools,

modelled after the "Public Schools" of England, and called

"The C-reat Public Schools." These schools gave a traditional

English gramar school type of education, which was regarded

as a Symbol of status in Australian society. A few sons of

poor men went to secondary schools and into business or profes-

sions, but not many.

Up to quite recent times, secondary and university education

in Australia have been more symbolic in value than functional.

For instance, Table 6 shows the educational leveis reached by

the fathers studied by Oeser and Hammond. These men were in

school in the period from 1910 to 1930. Very few of them have

a higher secondary education (beyond age 15). Only the white-

collar group show much indication of having used secondary

education as a means of training for their work.

The present generation of Australian youth would have a dif-

ferent educational experience, for apprenticeship to a skilled

trade requires secondary education up to age 15> and white-collar

employment practically requires secondary education to age 18.
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Probably ed ucation is more functionally relatei to occupation

today than it was a generation ago.
a.$

It is questionable whether education is usedAmuch for social

ascent in Australia as it is in the USA and England. While second-

ary and higlier education are certainly associated with higher

status, and some working-class youth certainly are using educa­

tion for upward mobility, there seems to be a more general con-

tentment with his own status on the part of the Australian working

man, and he s eems to impart less mobility drive to his sons.

At the samè time, the children of middle class Australians seem

to accept lower status jobs more frequently and perhaps more

readily than the children of such families in the USA and England.

Higlier education in Australia has been moving in a functional

direction, with development of engineering and technical schools,

and with some tendency toward relating university education more

closely to businees and industrial enterprise. Tliis, however, is

largely a post-World War II development.



Table 5

OCCUPATIONAL STATÜS OF FATHERS IN RELATION TO GRANDFATHERS,
OF CHILDREN IN THE SIXTH GRADE. FATHERS ARE MAINLY 35-55 YEARS OLD;

Father * s
Class

I

(18)

7

9

Grandfather’s Class

II

6

(10)

2

III

h
3

(10)

IV

7

11

11

Total
No.

35

51

32

O
I Semi-ekilled

II Skilled

III White Collar
(lower Middle)

IV Employer or
Self-EBjployed

( 1
Professions)

0 2 5 (16) 25

Total No. 3U 20 22 1x5 121

o
Stable

Upward mobile
Dovmward mobile

1x5

20
35

percent

percent
percent



Table 6

RELATION OF FA.TIIERS’ EDUCATION TO THEIR OCCUPATION

PercentaF.es

Education.

6 years of Xleríientary
Jachool or less

Jimiorg) secondary
comercial.
technical (up to
15 years)

Higher secondary
& university

Occupational Class

skilled

86

0

Skilled

59

0

VJhite Employei
Collar & Self-

Enrolovec

26

65

9
I

52

35 '

13

Total 100 100 100 100

PercentaF.es


BRASIL

Although Brasil has a relatively long history, it has

becorae "Eodern” only in recent decades, Froin 1500 to 1900

there vas vory little change, ui th tlio social systera culrnina-

ting in tho Casa Grande, the Grand House on a plantatione

In the year 1800 Rio do Janeiro had 80,000 people, Salvador

70,000, and são Paulo 15,000 out of a total population of about

three Ejillion, The cities vero servants to tho plantations.

Cities did tho necessary business, but the lords of Brasil

lived on their e States * At the top of the heirarchy vero the»
great landouners, at first Portuguese-born and latcr native-

born, Attached to thes, usually by faroily ties, vero the

lavyers, high elergy, and learned nen, Next carie the siijall

business nen, artisans, and foreiijen of tho faaendas. Then fol-

loved farn-hands,, çattJLemen, and servants, free but otherwise

little bettei’ off than the Negro and Indian slaves, vho were

at the bottoiP.»

Wealth vas e^tractod froaj the soil in the fornj of sugar,

coffee , gold, diamonds, rubber, cotton, tiriber, cattle. There

was little change in the econory up to 1850, except for the

shift frorj ene to another principal source of incorse (sugar

in the 17th century, gold in tho 18th, coffee in the 19tli)»

Freedon from Portugal, freedom for the slaves, the establish-

mont of a Republic, still left the basic econory relatively

unchanged» Howcver, the latter half of the IQth century saw

the beginnings of industry for doraestic needs, and felt the

impetus of imigrution into the Southern States of peasant

folie and artisans fron Geraany and Italy»
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About the close of World War I, Brasil began to develop

a iaod©i»n industrial econo©y, aimed to supply its large and

rapidly-growing donestic laarket. With abundant resources of

iron ore, a Steel industry developed slowly and there ms given

a sharp push by the building of a ©odorn Steel production plant

1.n World War II. The textile industry flourished, as did the

food processing industry| and gradually Brasil supplied ©ore

of her need for ©anufactured goods,

In the 30 years fro© 1920 to 1950 industrial production

©ore than tripled in real value, while agrieultural production

doubled. During the saroe period, the labor force engagod in

©anufacturing ©ore than quadmipled, while the nu©bers in agri­

cultura increased only 30 percent. Ifetional production cliabed

at the rate of 6 percent a year from 19i'-9 to 1955? while the

popuj-ation was increasing about 2.5 percent a year*

This developnent took place without the participation of

approxiraately a third of the population, who live by subsis-

tance farming and take little or no part in the ©oney éconouy

of Brasil» These "20 ©illion econonjic zeros” represent a

great potential increase in the donestic ©arket as well' as in

national productivity, if they are brought into the econoraic

growth of the country by the raising of their prodactivity

and their standard of living.

Although Brasil is rapidly industrializing itself, its

productivity and per capita income are still /very low, by the

standards of the ©ore industrialized societies. Table 7 shows

how low the per capita incorâe is, in relation to the othor

three countrios we are considering. Yet the figuro of @250

por capita incoiue will grow raueh ©ore rapidly than will the

incones of the other countries.

Studies of Brasil‘s cconooic productivity emphasize the
oL

relatively low levei of agriculture^ and of industrial, productivity



per worker» Inagricvlture, the ”slash and burn" cycle is

followed by the igajority of farmers, whose tools consxst^of a

hoe and a cutting instruinont. In 1950 pnly 5U percont of the

agricultura! establishments in Brasil had plows, ahd 82». percont

of th© plows w©ro in th© four Southern. States of são Paulo,

Santa Catarina, Parana and Rio Grande do Sul* The. yield per
hectare did not increase^B? I9/4O to 1955, indicating that there

has been very littlo increase in use of fertilizar, better seed,

and crop rotation,

While industrial productivity has improvod to some extent,

it is still quite low in comparison with other industrialized

countries* A United Kations study of productivity in Latin

America ( ) suggested.that th© relatively low industrial prod­

uctivity of Brasil was not due so much to antiquáted madhinery

and low capital invostment as to relatively poor organization

and administration of industry, and to superfluity of cheap

but inefficient labor, The relevance of this condition to edu-

cation will be discussed later,

The labor force is in a procoss of rapid change, with a

big increase of factory workers since 19-!-0, a small increase

of agricultural workers, and the beginning of a rapid increase

in the "tertiary occupations” whieh are involved in business,

social serviços, and education, Tabl© 8 shows how Brasil com-
6?)

pares with tho other three countries in tliis respoct, 7 Brasil

is just starting into the process of industrialization* She

is at about the place where the USA was in 1860, or Great Brit-

ain in I8Z1O, The great changes for Brasil lie ahead.

Pooulation Chanae

There has beon a rapid natural increase in the population

of Brasil, whieh went from approxiiaately 3 riillion in 1800 to

7 million in 1850, to 18 million in 1900, iíM 27 nillion in 1920,
■w *»-k

and 1’1 million in 19À1.O, The 60 million wgs passed in 1956» The



rato of natural increase is about 2.5 porcent a year, uith a

birth-rate of LjJj, por thousand and a death rate of just bolou

20* It soeras probable that the death rata uill declino raore

rapidly than the birth-rate, during the next few dosados, This

source of upward inobility should continue to bs effective for

a considerable tine*

There is a differential birth-rate in Brasil, though the

data are not adequate to give njuch knowledge concerning it.
G-o-vn

"on the IÇZjO eensus, it is clear that there is both a

rural-urban differential and a differential between # middle-

class and working class people in the cities* ( ) The differ-

ences are very sirailar to those in England and the USA, wiifo the

birth-rate for agricultural uorkers about 50 porcent higher than

that of profossional uorkers * On the other hand, there is still

a high infant raortality rate wliich is also differential, in

the opposite direction frora the differential birth-rate, Thus,

the infant raortality in 19Z.'.9~51 for the City of São Paulo was

93? and for Recife, 21il|.* As infant raortality declines further,

the differential birth-rate uill becorae an effective force for

upward raobility, nrovided the birth-rate of upper and raiddle-

class people declines, as it has in other countries* At present

the upper and raiddle classes are reproducing theraselves, though

not with as rauch surplus as the louer classes have, Therefore

the differential birth-rate, though it exists, is not at present

a source of upward raobility»

Social Structurç, The social strueture of Brasil is nou in a

period of such rapid change that one can only wake estiraates

about it at a given tine* The following sketch is a working

hypothesis based on the 19/.|0 and 1950 census data on the labor

force. ( ) There were in Brazil in 1957 approxiniately J0 rail-
liorCraen^^ôf whonj approximatoly 15 million were over 20 years of

age, The question is, how are these 15 raillion raen distributed

by ocoupational or social status?
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* In this discussion of social stratification it should be clear

that we are considering prinjarily economic leveis, and not nec-

essarily social classes, The old class structure of Brasil is

giving way to a nevr one, and at present there is a mixtvre.

The emerging class structure will of courss be closoly related

to the economic leveis here presonted, but these also are chang-

ing rapidly today.

The upper class now fâ-é consists of the land-holding elite

of the 19th century, with meiSbers of the professions related to

then, and a new upper group of industrial owners and big business

liien, In 1950, 149,000 landowners held 75 percent of the land of

Brasil. At the sane tine, there were 100,000 owners and dir-

ectors of the 90,000 substantial industrial establishiuents.

Adding large business owners and g few professionals, we get

approirimately 500,000 or 2 percent,

In an upper-middle class we will include farm owners of

100 hectares and over, excluding the large owners already men-

tioned, This is another 150,000, There were some 100,000 man-

agers of large and medium-sized industrial establishnents and

an equal nuujber of business owners and njanagers, excluding the

larger owners assigned to the upper class. Most professional

workers belong in this class, including raost secondary school

and university teachers, This nunjber is about 100,000.

The lower-middle class consists ruainly of a million white-

collar workers in business and industry and governiiient, together

with a half-njillion farm owners of some local consequence, In

addition there are smnll business owners and managers, and ininor

professional workers.

This leaves a working class or lower class of 85 percent

of the population which could undoubtodly be subdivided into

several status groups. For purposes of comparison with other

countriss it will be useful to break this into two groups.
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PER CAPITA IIÍC01E

Mean .animal •per capita incoüie» 1952~à
Çurgont Prioes

1

United States of America SI,870

Anstralia 950

!
: C-roat Britain 850

j Brasil

L.... ..................... . -............ .........,-------
230

1

-----------------------------

Source; Statistical Report of the United Nations».



COMPARISOIJS OF LABOR FORCE

USA (1950)

jj of
Pop»
in

sooQga^ ZsxXXíxx

AgrÍC« 'TrtvsP-
Min/ g. Const- Cor-
gpgsty. Mfíu ructtxi Total ^ps/ce Cota,
15. wb 2.b <, 2 ~^»2 51»o lU.^ 7,0

Seir- Oth'
Ocos ers
237TX^

Austaalia (1W) Z>2.2

Gi’eat x&ita.in l\5»G
(195 D

Brasil (1950) 58.1 66,1 9.2 2.9 21.8 5.5 12.8

Source: United Nations Dejíographie Yearbook. 1955



ESTIMATES 07 S0GI0-EC0N0MIC S7ATUS DISTRIBUTION
OF MBN OVER 20 in BRASIL, 195D

Number Percent.

U1222S
Large land owners 150,000
Large Business owners

& profcssioiials 150,000

üoner Middlo 4,
Large 150,000
Business owners &

managers 200,000
Professional workers 100,000

Lower Midfile
Medium-sise furmers 500,000
Siaall Business oímers &

Bjanagers 200,000-
Minor white-collar workers

1,000,000
Minoi* professionals,

nurses, SotC»/ 100,000
workers, soorcê-
teachers, health
Service -workers

U-p-per Lowox'
Saall fara owners

Farm managers,
Forensén

Artisans
ürbaa skilled &

ser<ú j-skilled
workers

Lowor lower
Farm laborers, share

croppers, subsis-
tence farmers

Urban unskilied
workers

1,600,000

700,000

2,650,000

5,000,000

2,500,000

500,000

Zl50,000

1,800,000

b-, 950,000

7,500,00

15,000,000 100Total
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The uppsr-lowor group of 33 percent consista of throo broad

sub-groups. Over half are skillod and serai-skillod uorkerg in

industry. In addition, there ar© 700,000 artis>ns— shooraakors,

plumbors, clectricians, carpentors, and repair raen of various

kinds» Also thore is a group of over a nillion and a half small

farra owners and managers and foreraen of larger farras» This class

is a group that has fairly stable eraployment, sorae skill, and

sorae purehasing power,

Finally there is a lower-lower class including approxiraate-

ly 50 percent of the labor forco. Two-thirds of this group are

the rural unskilled and illiterate laborars and subsistcnce farra-

ers who do not have any appreciable purehasing power* The other

third are the urban cousins of those rural folk, unskilled work-

ors on construction projects, laborers in the streets and factor-

ies, living at the rainiraura urban wago»

When ono looks at this social structure and compares it with

the structure of countrios which have raoved further toward indus-

trialization, the future trends cun be doscribed with eonsider-

able assjivance. The agricultural population will decrease,

the urban industi’ial workers will increase, and the tertiary

oceupations of coaaerc©, transport, and social Services will

increase. Those trends are already clearly visible by coiapar-
ing the 19/1O with the 1950 consus.^7)

The "new raiddle class " of salaried eraployees is still

notably sraall, in spite of its considerable growth in the present

oentury. The uppor-raiddle class also seeras dostinod to grow con-

iderably. The lower-lower class is certain to get snjaller. In-

doed, knowing the econoraic potentialities of Brasil, and know-

ing that Brasil can learn frora the exaraplo of countvias rauch

further on the path of industrial dovelopraent, it is terapting

to speculato that Brasil night, as suggosted by Prosident Kubit-
e,

sdr^, crowd 30 years of developraent into 3, with an almost ox-

plosive increase of the raiddle class in the social structure*

But the likèlihood of such a spectacular change is not very great.
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While social change is proceeding in the saruê general dir-

ection in Brasil that it has followed in the other three coun-

tries with which we have compared Bras il, there are notable

differenccs which may make Brasil’s experience quite different

from that of other countries. For ono thing, Brasil has tin- ex-

cess popvlation of unskilled and illiterate workers, which was
novcr true of the other tliree countries* This gro^p could be

a drag on econonic development. Brasil has only emerged from an

econoiíjy based on slave labor within the past 70 yoars, while

Australiaií and Britain never had this* Brasil’s rate of popu-

lation increase is greater than the other three countries have

experienced while they were becoraing industrialiaed, It vzould

be questionable to predict the same future course for Brasil in

the next 50 years that the USA has had in the past 50 years.

Distribution of Incone. With a third of Brasil*s" population
hardly taking part in the money economy, -it- 3o íto be expectod J

( ____ ------------
that tho"'~-o •»ri23, fro wide differences in incomez the top of

the Br_xisilian heirarchy ar© people whose incorus is as high as

that of tho vealthy people in the more industrial!sed countries»

A rough attempt at estigating incones of various groups ( )

indicates that the eraployers as a class itay recoive about 10

tines as wuch per capita as the urban workers, without allowing

for taxes.

Since 1950 the incomes of the ruiddle class have sufferod

more than those of other groups, due to inflation. Real income

for salaried workers has decreased from 1920 to 1955 wiiile that

of urban labor has increased. Costa Pinto ( ) regards this

fact as one which will considerably affect the process of social

stratification, perhaps reducing the degree of individual upward

mobility. Tlie urban working class has gained greatly from the

social welfare legislation of the 1930’s, which provideSfor medi­

cai serviços and retireinent benefits— but the salaried middle

class also has gained from thes© measures# In any event, it
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Social Structure and Economic Productivity. Brasil is now really two Brasile—

the old Brasil with its aristocratic and rural social structure, and the

new urban-industrialized Brasil with an incipient social structure of a

British or North American type.

The old Brasil is dominated by values and by inatitutions that are not

hospiteble to high economic productivity and social mobility. Family tiea

are more important than efficiency in producing goods. People inherit statua

from their families or ha ve it conferred on them by powerful people—they

do not earn it by their individual efforts. The wealthy land-ow^tng

upper class are accustomed to gambling with prices on the world market for

their products—coffee, sugar, rubber. They expect big profits when the

business is good, and are used to losses when businese is poor. They do not

have experience with a large steady demand with fairly stable prices, ao

that they can accept a small profit and make money by increasing production.

Their attitudes have been taken on by the ow^ners of industry and businesa,

many of whom are members of old aristocratic femilies.

The new Brasil sets more store by production and individual achieve-

ment. Statua ia earned by being skillful in an occupational role. The re-

wards of the new Brasilian eociety go to e person in peyment for what he has

produced, regardless of his family connections. The developing attitudes

favor high productivity with low profit margins. They favor technical educa-

tion to enhance the skills of workers at all leveis. They favor individual

social mobility.
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seens that tho urban working class has been ejqierioncing upward

mobility as a group, and is putting considerable distanco botween

itself and the rural working class.

Social Mobilitv in Brasil .

In the 19th century slavery was abolished in Brasil, wlth

the transfer of a largo nuilber of slaves to the lower class

of the society, Dtwing the sacie period thoíe was a considerable

imroigration from Gerroany, Italy, Spain and Portugal* Coroa of

the iroroigrant farjilies ascended fron lowei' class to upper siiddle
(/n

class with two or three génerations, Also a relatively smll

nurober of urban lower class and lower widdle class Brasilians

moved up into upper-iqiddle class status by virtue of talent. On

the whole, however, there was relatively little vertical social

nobility during the 19th century, except for the rooverocnt of

slaves into the status of free «sen.

The industrial expansion of tho twentieth century, cosibined

uith'rapid increase in populatioh, created large nutóbers of

new middle class positions in the society in recent decades,

vhich has deroanded some upward social mobility, in spito of

the relatively high reproductive rate of the existing njiddle

and upper classes, whieh has enabled thera to fill Ejany of the

new positions from their own natural increase»

Conditions for upward social Ejobility are prescnt, but psr-

haps not pronounced enough as yet to produce a large net upward

nobility, The upper-roiddlo and lower-ujiddle groups are still

quite smll, and any large degree of upward raobility can only

be caused by raoveroent from the lower-lower to the upper-lower

class»

Thore xras a considerable auíount of both upward and downword

raobility botveen about 1925 and 1955, ns is evidenced by Ilutchin-

son’s study of the social origins of students of the University

of são Paulo. ( ) The fathers of students entering the University



OCCUPATIONAL. MOBILITY BETWEEN GRAIWFATIIERS AI® FATHERS
OF UNIVERSITY OF S&O PAULO STUDENTS III 1955

fíiScVi/TlS Oi
G^undfathe?

Hirho?

I

I! 29.9

III 58,8

Total groap 22.9

States gf Pathey

Eaual Lowar

58.4 LH,6

57.6 12.5

Z|1, x ***“

55.8 21.3

fto.
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288

73

565
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in 1955 were at about the peak of their caroors at that date,

and their fathers were at a similar position perhaps 30 yeors

earlier, in 1925* Hutchinson gives data on the occupational

States of fathers and paternal grandfathers of são Paulo stedents,

While tiiis is not a good sample of Brasil or even of Sao Paulo, •

vo can perhaps get some notion of the kind of occupational mobil-

ity which has existed among a group of families vhose sons enter-

ed the University in 1955» Teble 10 shous the occupational

status of the fathers in relation to that of the grandfathers

of Sao Paulo stedents. The status scale is a crude one, vith

throe steps roughly equivalent in American terns to Upper and

Upper-middle (I), Lower-middle (II), and £pwor elass (III)«

Of the men vhose fathers were in elass I, about 1925, 4'2 percent

were below that levei in 1955# Of the nen vhose fathers were

in elass II, 30 percent were above that levei and 1J percent

were below it. Of the men whose fathers were in the louer elass

in 1925, 59 percent were above that levei in 19537 This of course
•dl

does not mean that 59 percent of sons of lowor-class raen in 1925

were upward mobile. The working-class men of 1925 vhose gr and -

sons went to the university in 1955 were obviously a group

• selected i’or upward mobility* Nor does it mean that 4<2 percent
a-)l

of sons ofAupper and uppor-njiddle elass ten of 1925 were down-

wurd mobile. Víhat this table suggests is that there was a great

deal of upward and downward raobility during the last 50 years in

the são Paulo area. Fathers were not passing their social posi-

tions on to their sons as a matter of course.

A better estima te of the actual anjount of mobility in the

são Paulo area is given by another study of Eutchinson, in which

a fairly adequate saraple of São Paulo raen were interviewed about

their social origins, When the occupational States of a saraple

of mea aged 40 and over is compared with the occupational status

of their fathers, the results are given in Table 11.
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Edúcation and Social Mobility in Brasil

The distinction between symbolic and functional values

of edúcation is useful in understanding the relation of educa-

tion to social mobility in Brasil. Throughout the 19th century

edúcation had mainly a symbolic value, and this has continued

to be a powerful motive for edúcation in the present century.

Jacques Lambert ( ) v/riting about edúcation and the socialX
s tructure of Brasil, remarks that as long as industrialization

was only knocking at the door of Brasil, higher edúcation and

eveià secondary edúcation remained a monopoly of an aristocracy

which saw, especially in law and medicai degrees, a means of

maintaining its influence rather than one of earning a living

or of ascending the social ladder. The imperial tradition in

Brasil accorded the highest social prestige to the holder of a

university diploma, and, to be really a notable person one raust

be a "doctor” 'as well as a proprietor.

Thus, if a man did manage to rise in the social scale by ■

shrewdly amassing wealth, as did some of the Italian and Ger-

man immigrants of the 19th century, he bought an edúcation for

his sons as a means of giving them higher status—as a symbol

of status—rather than as a means for them to earn higher sta­

tus .

In this situation the edúcation sought as a symbol of

status was not functional in the sense of preparing youth to

take an active part in the industrialization of the country.

It was rather an imitation of the secondary and higher edúcation

of the 19th century Europe, where the symbolic value of high­

er edúcation was also stressed.

The regard for edúcation as having symbolic value is

still strong in Brasil. For example, a journalist writing in

a newspaper of Rio de Janeiro in 1956, said that Brazilians

want to "diplomate themselves rather than to educate themselves.’'
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He complained that too many Brasilians simply want the diploma

as a symbol of status rather than an education which will

enable them to function more effectively in Brasilian society.

In so far as education has a symbolic value rather than

a functional value, we should expect men who had been upward

mobile to buy education for their children, but we should not

expect boys and girls to use education as a pathway of njobil-

ity for themselves. Furthermore, where education has primarily

a svmbolic value, we should expect a considerable downward drift

of educated people, in a society where the conditions are right

for a good deal of mobility, This seems to have been true

in Brasil and England around the beginning of the ZOth century.

For example, in Hutchinson’s study of social origins of uni-

versity students more than a third of the sons of upper-status

men fell downward in status between 1925 and 1955, and half of

these downward mobile men had a secondary school education

while in addition about 15 percent of them had a university

training. In Glass’ study, £|,5 percent of sons of upper status

men (on a 5-point scale) fell downward in status, and Zj.5 per­

cent of these downward mobile men had a selective secondary

school (grammar school) education while 27 percent had some

higher education.

However, the functional use of education for social
cIcatIq

mobility has alí?eedy been gaining ground in Brasil. There is

ample evidence for this statement.

Primary education has become functional for the urban

worker, with the result that the urban worker has secured a

primary education and is sending his children to primary school.

The statistics on literacy show that in 1950, 62 percent of

the urban population were literate, while 32 percent of the

rural population were literate. In the State of são Paulo,

72 percent of the population over 10 years of age could read 



3

and write in 1950. The proportion is 85 percent for city

dwellers, and Z4.5 percent for rural residents. In the cities,

primary education is now being proyided for nearly all children,

and some 93 percent of those aged 15-19 are now literate in

the city of Sao Paulo. ( /ó )

Literacy is not yet generally regarded as functional

for the rural lower class, and it seems likely that the com-

bination of illiteracy and low agricultural productivity

will persist until a determined and intelligent effort is made

to raise agricultural productivity, which will require among

other things a program of literacy training»

Secondary education is becoming functional for social

mobility. This is seen in studies of mobile people. For inst-

ance, Hutchinson’s mobile men who were born to lower-middle

and lower-class status had more education than their fathers.

87 percent of those born to lower-middle status had secondary

school training and 62 percent of those born to working-class

status had secondary education. About 30 percent of each

group had university training. These were fathers of univer-

sity students, and had themselves been an upward mobile group*

Of those born to lower-class status who were upward mobile,

63 percent of those who reached upper-middle class had a .

secondary education and percent had a university education,

while 33 percent of those who reached lower-middle class had a
secondary education. (1 (?)

Enrollments in the colégio, or final phase of the second­

ary school, also indicate a move toward the functional. use of

secondary education. Thus, in 195^1-5 enrollment in the scien-

tific course totalled 65,000, while enrollment in the classical

course totalled 10,800. The scientific course prepares stu­

dents for university work in Science and engineering. Still,

the old symbolic aims of secondary education have a considerable

support. For instance, the National Congress debated in 1957 



a Bill to give students an option between English and Grench

in the colégio, whereas they had previously been obliged to take

both languages. This was an attempt to njake the curriculum

more functional, and it met opposítion from many univerity

professors, who fea/.d that enrollment in French would suffer,

and sducated people in Brasil would be subject to less French

influence. One of these men, speaking against the Bill, said

that its passage would njake it difficult to achieve the prin­

cipal aizj of secondary education, "A formação cultural geral

e humanistico da nossa mocidade.

Furthermore, the type of post-secondary education has

graduàlly changed in the direction of technical and scien-

tific work during the present century. For exaraple, 23 percent

of the fathers in Hutchinson’s study took technical courses

(engineering) if they were born in the 1910-19 period, compared .

with 6 percent of the fathers born before 1889.

Nevertheless, the nèed for engineers is not being met

by the universities in present-day Brasil. In 19^8 there were

11,837 registered engineers in Brasil, of whom 10^199 were in

the States of Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo, and Minas Gerais*

Brasil had 200 engineers per million inhabitants, where the

USA had 3,000, or 150 times as many, relatively. Engineering

students numbered 7,326 in 195/4., and the number of engineer­

ing graduates in 1953 was 1,056. This was more than twice the

number of engineering graduates for ten years earlier, the year

19^3. ( ) Ernesto Oliveira Junior, after making his survey

of engineering education and coraparing it with that of other

countries, concludes by saying that if Brasil does not imme-

diately pay attention to training more engineers, and technical

experts in soils, cattle-breeding, etc., in ten years the coun-

try will not be able to get such good results from its
c

epnomic enterprises as other countries with functional education-

al systems*
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Another move in the direction of making higher education

more functional was the development of the Faculties of Phil- -

osophy, Sciences and Letters in jnost úniversities since 1930.

These faculties, like the Colleges of Liberal Arts in the USA,

have the function of training secondary school teachers as

well as those who will specialize in research and practical

work in the natural and social Sciences.

Use of Higher Education foy Mobility. While there is no doubt

that higher education is used by a number of poor but able youth

as a channel for upward social mobility now and has been so

used for a century, this use is certainly not as widespread

as in the USA, or even in England. Comparison of the social

class backgrounds of university students in Brasil with those

in the USA demonstrate that a smaller proportion of Brasilian

students come frota lower-class backgrounds. Table 12 shows

how the students entering the University of São Paulo in 1955

compared with students in various types of American institu-
tions9 ' While vtíie social status leveis are not identical in

the American/ánd the Brasilian studies, the American data have

been adaptçd to maká- comparison feasible. Of the University

of são Paulo students only 10 percent come from the two lower

classes, with 83 percent of the Brasilian population in these

two classes. This compares with approximately 30 percent of

Smerican students in a typical state university, and 55 per­

cent in the public Junior College of a large city» The Sao

Paulo student body is similar in class composition to that of

a highly selective private university in the USA.

Furthermore, university and secondary education are now

available to vcry small segments of Brasilian youth. In 1950»

about 0.9 percent of the youth aged 19-22 in Brasil were attend-

ing universities, and 6.2 percent of youth aged 12-18 were
(17)attending secondary schools. These figures compare with Ameri- .

can attendance of approximately 22 and 80 percent, respectively. ( )



T a l) 1 e 12

SOCIAL STATUS OF ENTERING UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
IN Sao PAULO COMPARED WITH TIÍAT OF UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS IN UNIVERSITIES IN THE USA.

Social
S tatus

Percentage Distribution of Students

SaO Paulo Univ. of
Wisconsin

Selective
Private

University

Public
Junior
College

I 38 15 30 0

II 36 25 U5 5

III 16 - 30 20 Zió

IV 8 25 5

. V 2 5 0 10

------------------------- '

♦Note: Data on Sao Paulo students from Hutchinson,
Data on American University students adapted from

Havighurst and Neugarten, op. cit. pp-?/;/[ & 257
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In attendance at secondary schools and Univorsities, Brasil

is about where the USA was in 1880.

Conclusions. It appears, the£ that secondary and higher

education in Brasil are gradually being brought into the

Service of social change and therefore becoming more func­

tional in value. Consequently, education will be more and

more useful to ambitious young'people as a means of getting

better jobs and higher social status. Primary education

is definitely functional in the urban areas, and probably

is being used by children of the urban lower-lower class to

get a kind of education that will enable them to move up

to the upper-lower class. Primary education does not at

present have so much functional value in the rural areas,
(■'

especially the rural areas of the central and northern

States. •

One ..attitude in Brasil is that education must be

made more functional if Brasil is to move ahead with econ-

omic and industrial dovelopment. This has been stated by

a Brasilian journalist, Celso Brant, in the following words:

"0 principal problema para c homem é o de ser ■
contemporâneo de si mesmo. Toda cultura que tapa
os nossos ouvidos e os nosso olhos para a realidade

z z * . ;

da vida, e uma erva ma que precisa ser arrancada,
antes que nos envenene. No Brasil., apenas a escola
primária ate aqui se conformou com a vida. 0 ensino

>. A A

secundário e o superior pouco tem de nosso, de auten­
tico.. Como em quase tudo o mais,' apenas refletimos
os métodos e os programas adotados em outros paí ses.
No caso do ensino secundaario, que e o que aqui nos
interessa, estamos, ainda hoje, pagando forte tribu­
to a uma tradição desvitalizante, que vem de longe»
Pode-se dizer que o nosso ensino secundário tem as
suas raízes no seminário, que lhe deu o tom e o
espírito. .......
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.. "A verdade e que o ensino secundário, no
Brasil, falhou completamente em sua finalidade,
criando uma mentalidade inteiramente afastada da
nossa vida, da nossa terra, do nosso modo de ser»
0 humanismo tem feito mais mal ao Brasil do que a
saúva e a política juntas» E o pior e
que a sua influencia e tao poerosa que impossível
é aso educadores brasileiros pensar em termos objec-
tivos, Um programa em nossa terra que não inclua o
latim e tão inútil que não serve nem para o sapat­
eiro. 0 bacharelismo e produto dessa mentalidade

A >

e o atraso economico sua resultante inevitável»
Ninguém nega o valor do humanismo* Mas humanismo
c um lugar de cultura, é um estágio de requinte
intelectual, não podendo ser alcançado senão por
uma pequena minoria». Os que precisam trabalhar, os
que têm de fazer a grandeza de uma nação, não podem.
e não'devem usar luvas de pelica» 0 maior mal do
nosso humanismo nãestano latim, que ninguém aprende,
mas na falsa mentalidade que crious entre no, que
considera indigna toda atividade fora das chamadas
"profissões liberais",

"0 resultado desse preconceito á o nosso atraso
* A

técnico e, consequentemente, o nosso atraso economico. ■ ■
Pelo seu carater de alheamento as necessidades da
vida, a escola secundaria conservou-se, em nossa
terra, afastada das classes populares que, dessa
forma, se viram, durante muSto tempo, impedidas de
uma participação mais ativa na obra do erguimento
da nossa economia. E evidente que nem todos podiam
proporporcionar um curso de carater literário e
livresco aos seus filhos, quando tarefas mais urgentes
chamavam a sua atenção.

......... "0 curso secundário, que hoje se faz, mais
e mais, uma conquista popular, tem necessidade de
ampla e profunda reforma, Não pode e não deve ser
um campo reservado a poucos, aos mais capazes ou
aos mais afortunados. Todos devem nele sentir-se
/ *

avontade para revelar os seus talentos e aproveita-
los em beneficio da comunidade»

......... "Não há dúvida que o nosso futuro está na
educação. Mesmo sob o ponto de vista economico,



8.

"esse o uiiico XX. caminho. Porque só ó grande o

povo que tem consciência de sua grandeza. E a con­
sciência da grandeza X® obra da educação, como tarefa
sua e transformar em riqueza viva e palpitante o
que lateja no solo, o conjunto de dons que a Natur­
eza poe a disposição de um povo para servir de base
material a plena realizaçao do seu destino. Sao
os professores, pois, os verdadeiros generais dasA
forças brasileiras que lutam pela redenção da nossa
terra." ( ) ’

The functional use of education is the official policy

of the Brasilian government, as is illustrated by the fol-

lowing paragraphs from the Annual Msssage of President

Kubitschek to the Congress in 1957.

hducaftão ® Desenvolvimento .

. Assinalei, em.minha primeira Kensagera, quê .o crescen
te desenvolvimento da estrutura econômica do I's.is, criando no­
vas condições sociais*... impunha a adoção de outros.processos e-
ducatlvos e a remodelação doa atualmente em vigor. Eis o prin­
cipal objetivo, que se impõe & educação nacional.

Uma das consequências conhecidas do processo de inàjg,
trialização c & mudança gradativa na distribuição da força de
trabalho polas várias atividades*• -ai algumas nações, a propor­
ção dos agricultores na população ativa total caiu de 7 para 1
no correr do processo. Com o desenvolvimento da industrializa­
ção é de prever-se idêntica transformação entre nos, dentro de
próximos. anos. - ■ ■ ■'■■■' /

A procura de nôvos meios de vida nas zonas urbanas ,
em detrimento das atividades agrícolas, retira da lavoura for­
ças de trabalho consideráveis, enquanto a população, em oresc^
mento, requer maior produção de alimentos. Baalmsnte, aparelhar
tecnicamente a lavoura significa aumentar b rendimento do tra­
balho agrícola. Mas o estágio atual do nosso desenvolvimento &
inda não nos libertou de doía grandes óbices à também imperio­
sa mecanização. Por um lado, as máquinas são caras, pagas em
moedas fortes, ainda consomem peças, combustíveis importados e
não foram projetadas em função das necessidades de nossa agri­
cultura. Por outro lado, não dispõe o homem rural brasileiro dos
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conhecimentos técnicos indispensáveis ao manuseio a conservação
da maquinaria.

Assim, a mecanização da lavoura deva sar precedida da
ampla canparih* de esclarecimentos que possibilite aos agronomoe
e outros especialistas tirar o máximo rendimento do trabalho do
agricultor. No aumento da produtividade do trabalhador agríco­
la, repousa a nossa maior esperança de elevar o nível de vida
das populações ©ampeainas, E áste não depende apenas de maqui­
nas. Depende, ainda, de conhecimentos científicos, do emprego
de métodos e sistemas que a tecnologia criou, para melhor resul
tado prático em cada situação especial.

A escola é o instrumento social capaz de realizar esi
sa tarefa. Ã isto não se presta, porem, a escola tradicional ,
eom a sua formação puramente intelectuallsta. Ã mister enfren­
tar o problema, em suas bases, ministrando às populações campe
sinas, desde a escola primária, educação apropriada aquele fim.
Mas há tarãbáa que atender ã situação do Jovem que deixa o cam­
po e procura trabalho nas cidades, oferecendo apenas um eofor­
ço traçai que não lhe assegura nível de vida adequado. 

Ja e teipo de reconhecer o êrro elementar de que to-
dcs os indivíduos devam submeter-se a um só tipo de ensino ,
quaisquer que sejam seus objetivos. Daí a obrigatoriedade de
organizar ou reorganizar escolas dos diferentes tipos, raclam^
dos pela conjuntura soelal, econômica a cultural, e para elas
encaminhar os jovens, segundo aa suas diversas tendências voca
cionals.

0 atual curso secundário não está em condições de
preparar o jovem para o trabalho. Constitui um estágio interme
diário entre o ensino primário e o superior» cabendo a esta
formar 03 proX’lssioneÍ3 qu®, predaralnantementa, se destinam às

Parreiras liberais. Logo, um curso secundário interrompido, ou
mesmo concluído, não favorece o encaminhamento conveniente do
Jovem para as tarofas da vida prática.
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Na area do ensino em geral., são poucas, na realidade,
as Instituições que se dedicam à formnção d® técnicos e da es­
pecialistas nos diversos setores do conhecimento.

d conhecida a orientação acadêmica predominante no
ensino secundário* Se bem atendido no que toca às disciplinas
bumanisticae, é deficiente no que so refere às disciplinas de
sentido teenlco ou científico, tão necessárias ss conveniências
do desenvolvimento do País* Devemos seguir diretrizes democrá­
ticas na reestruturação desse tipo ds ensino, a fim de estender
seus benefícios a tôòas as classes sociais* Ê urgente, portan­
to, uma rafor".a cia base que transfira o estudo sistemático e
profundo das disciplinas de teor caracter!Sticamente humanísti
co para as faculdades de filosofia e que promova a transição
aos . cursos secundários para s. área da ampla utilização funcio­
nal •

0 desenvolvimento econômico impõa radicais mudanças
de aetodos • exige medidas que, ea profundidade, transformem o
nosso comportamento diante da conjuntura brasileira. No ensino
superior, cumpro insistir est que o Faís não podará desenvolver
sua economia com tão limitado número de técnicos em todas as
especialidades *
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The tre,_nd in Brasil certainly is to make education more

functional in the full expectation that this will hasten econo­

mic developraent. Certainly education must be used as an instru-

nient of eh auge if further rapid industrialization and economic

developraent are to occur. Education will have to be used not

only to train the architects and technicians of social change,

but also to create a climate of opinion favorable to these

changes. A criticai analyst of Brasil’s developraent has writ-

ten: "Economic developraent in the sense of wide distribution

of wealth high per capita real incorae, and opportunities for

all is a relativeiy new concept in Brasil and one that by no

raeans has general acceptance"( lí*, p. 67)....he says that for

further economic developraent it is iraportant to have "a general

social climate favorable to saving, investment, and developraent

of skills" (l^p.66)

A functional education in the sense that it hastened indus-

trialization and the developraent of a high standard of living

with substantial upward mobility, both group and individual,

would have to do raore than train the engineers and business

managers and white-collar workers and mechanics in the skills

of a raodern industrial society. It would also have to provide

a large number of citizens with a view of society and of its

economic workings which is quite foreign to the new view held
•t

by mny Brasilians today—the later view being that the society

can prosper with a large, unskilled and unproductive labor

force,^that the society can prosper with a restricted business

turnover with high profits. Thus there would be a task for edu­

cation of a non-technical and non-vocational sort—for a kind of

general education at the secondary school levei. Probably

something like this was intended by Celso Brant when he wrote,

"The principal problem for raan to become conteraporary with
A

himself



12

How Much Social Mobility Can Be Bxpected? Tf economic deveiopment comes rap-

idly in Brasil, this meeno that in a generation the preaent social structure

shown in Table 9 will change to one with possibly twice aa high a proportion-

of upper-middle and lower-middle status positions. This would probably

meen a very conaiderable amount of individual upward mobility during the

nest generation. On the othor hand, if this change is apread over as much

ae two generations, it might not meen much net individual upward mobility,

if the birth-rate of the preaent middle claas remeins relativoly high.

Probsbly there will be e major shift of people out of the depreooed

lower-lower class, into the úpper working class, by means of migretion from

rural ereea to urban areea and through primery education of their children

with increased eerning power for them wheíl^fJFow up.

This cen be eccompliahed within one generation. The actual determination

of the degree of social mobility will depend on the follow^ing undecided fac-

tors:

1. The speed of creation of new middle-status positione in the eociety. .

2. The reproductive rate of the preaent middle classes

J. The degree to which secondary educstion and higher education serve

to prepare youth for middle-class jobs.

Will Education be Kecessery for Upward Mobility? It seems probeble that

there will be two main channels of individual upward mobility. The channel

upward through business, based on a primery education and some secondary

education, will probably be an importent one in Brasil, just ac it wae in

Englend.

The other channel will lie through secondary school and university

into the professions and into business and industrial Management.

The Role of Education. The taak of the Brasil ian educational system in this

process of economic development would seem to consist of three releted 

efforts:
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1. To givs an efficient priinary éducntlon to all childrén of working-

claos parcnts, rural eo well eo urbon. Thia will ro^uirc a raajor expendi-

turo of reaourcca, and olso a devolopment of teaching methods to overconse

the enormous anount of achool failure which ezists todoy, especially

among lower-clase childrén.

2. To iceke aecondary educstion moro popular and more uaoful for entry

into buelneso as well eo into the universities. Thàs, too, will re;uire .

enormous material resourcc.s, and a complete revision of the aecondary achool

curriculua.

5, To malte higher education serve the necda of a rapidly developlng

industrial socioty.

e
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booking at the modem 19th-20th century version of ooclel chnnge in

four countries with divereity of cultural and economic pstterns, it ia pos-

sible to see some of the constante and some of the veriable factora in the

process.

Coitison Ascccte of Social Chance

A. Social chenge haa taken place through the use of mechanical

power and machinery for the production of goods, This has tranaformed agricul-

ture as well ea msnufscturing, has led to growth of towns and citiea and

increase of the se^mcnt of the labor force devoted to manufacturing and

trading, with reduction in the eegment devoted to extr&cting food and rsw

Eateriel-B frorr the lend and sea.

B, Social chonge has incressed the economic produetivity of

society.

C. Social chenge has produced changee in the social strueture.

1. It has raised the material standard of living of the

classes who live by manual work. These classes have been upward

mobile in relation to other eocisl classes.

2. It has created relatively more middle-status positions in

the society. This ia true of all four societies w? have studied,

but to quite different degrees, indlcating that this result of social

chance io especially sensitiva to a variety of donditions.

a. Vcry hi::h produetivity s cerno to be associatcd with increase of

middle—status poaition, ao is seen in the case of the USA.

b. iii>~h but not very high produetivity secas to be asoociated with

upward group mobility of the working clase in prcference to

increase of raiddle-clasa positions, as ia seen in the cases of

Austral ia and England,

c. Social disasters seetn to hold down or reduce the proportion of

middle-clase positions in a society. For instancc, the cost of

two world ward haa done this to Sritain, and probably evem more

effectively to Geraeny.
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d. The first surge of productivity in an induotrol^izing soclety

tends to create new middle-atetuc pocitions (businccs, industry,

social Services), sftcr which a balance icsy be reached between

thera and the lower-status ps^itions. This wes probably true of

England in the l?th century; and Brasil is juat now expericncing

the surge of productivity, before the time when the balance may

be reached. The USA has not yet reached this balance.

/?. Social change haa cauaed a great development of seoondary

and hi.jher education, as well as expansion of elementary education

to the entire population.

Varleble Aspects of Social Change

The socisl change which cones with industrieiization snd urbsnization

varies from one country to another in reletion to:

1. Population growth snd pottern.- The incressed productivity may be

limited by scercity of population, as wcs true in the case of Austral ia

snd the USA. In this case the individual is "ezplclted” by training him

and peying him well to produce as tnuch as poesible, with a resultsnt high

per capita income.

On the other hsnd, the population may bc so plentiful that increesed

produetion is bssed on en abundant eupply of cheap labor, es has been true

in Brasil. In thia cace, the individual ic not encoureged espcoially to in-

crease his individual productivity through training, though hc esn tske the

initistive and make opportunity for himself through education. Still

there ie elways in such s soclety a vocal group who have a vision of even

grcatc-r productivity by upgreding the labor force, as is true in Brasil.

When the population pettorn is charactericed by wide differentisls

in fértility between social claeaes, the changing soclety develops an ideol-

ogy of upwsrd social mobility with a aystem of selection and preparation for

upwerd mobillty through education, and training on the job. This haa been

chsracteristic of the USA, and to a losser extent of Englend.
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2. Previous social structure. Where the social structure ic sinple and rela-

tivoly undifferentiatedi as wes true in 19th century USA, the etructure

bccomes more complex, with moro atotus gradatione, though with a groat deal

of mobility. This is a reault of tns creetion of a vsriety of middle-ststue

poaitions.

'..hen the social etructure is complex and differentisted at the atart of

industrialization, ss wsa true of Brasil, there i& likely to be e shift-

ing of etatua groupe within the etructure, and a redistribution of /inome,

egain with a good deal of mobility. In Brasil the ncwly-freod sleve cless

was raised slo-.ly in etetus, and thíe wac part of & greet chift in the atatus

of the lower classes which ia still going on.' At the serae time the growing

middle classes sre in trotion on the cocisl scale, with their finei destinz-

ation not at all clear. In Britain, the wórking cless moved up in ststus,

the landed aristocrecy moved- down in ststus, and the nev: business clsss mo ve d

upward.

Social r.obility

Industrialization and urbanizaiion bring a great deal of individual

vertical social mobility, as well as group mobility.

Group mobility secras to work msinly to the advanta„e of the manual labor

classes. The social distence decreeses betwoen them and the classes above

thetn. (There is of course an upward mobility of the entire socicty or most

of it in terms of economic standard of living, but we ere considering here

rclative positions of the various social groups on e scale of socio-econoaic

statuc).

The high degree of individual vertical mobility, both upward and down-

ward, seems to be cheracteristic of modern societies in process of change,

even though they differ in other ways. Thus all four societies we have ex-

amined have about 50 percent individual mobility in one generation, more or

less dependlng on the neture of the statue scale and other factors. Thia

phenomenon of individual mobility seems to persiet through time. Thus, in 
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Glaas' Snglish cample, only 18 percent of the father-grondfather-adult-

son combinai ions had been stable over three generationa.

Net Upwirã kobility. The achieveiscnt of e net upward individual rnobillty

i& apparer.tly not etoy under 20th century conditiona. It requiree repidly

increesing productivity, with a considerable share of the n?w income going

to crente new middle-closs positions. With upward group mobility of the

working-class group tending to preempt the new incorce from increesed produc­

tivity, individual upward mobility mey be lireited. to a balance with downward

mobility. ílowever, if the lower-ôlass grouo mobility is sufficient, this

factor tende to produce more tniddle class positions for pcople v;ho give expert

Services to the rising lower class—teachers, dentista, doctors, social work-

ers, etc.

Apparently thcre are two principal weys by which s society securas a net

upward mobility, under 20th century conditions. One ia by increasing produc­

tivity very rauch and very repidly. The other is by having a differential

birth-rete in which the uppor and/or middle classes do not reproduce themselves.

Vho Becomes Upward or Bownwsrd Xobile?

In a society where epproxireately half of the people are upward or down-

ward mobile during thcir IVes, it ia important to understand the cauaea

of nobility. Thesc appear to be:

1. Talent. A perc.on msy riae because of some outstending n.uality, inborn

or the roault of training.

2. Education. A person’s upward or downwerd mobility is very closely re-

latcd to the kind and amount of education he receives. Upward mobility in-

creacingly re^uires cn education ebove the average for the cleaa in which

one is bom, and e functionul type of education is espccially useful for

mobility, I.ack of education is definitely essocietcd with downward mobil­

ity. V.e speek herc of eooociation rether thsn the cauoe, because education

is a kind of inatrument, and only onc of aeveral, for mobility. The ceusea

of mobility may lie in the personality and in the inborn capacitiee of the

individual, as wcll as in the social influenceathat hsive workel on him.
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J. Ãccidenta, or Luck in General. Some people are mobile becauee of some

chance, euch ss having been born on a farm where oíl was disc.overed, or hav-

ing becn born to e dieorgenized anc demoreiized farr.ily.

Propositione Concerning Education and Mobility

Ab a final conclusion concerning the relation between education and socisl

mobility, we may ststc the following pronositions:

1, Upward group and individual mobility depend on increaecd

productivity which is generally dependent, among other thinge, on improved

general primary and sccondary education and on aeoondary and higher educa­

tion which // treins people for productivity.

2. Certain types of education increaoe the net upward individ­

ual mobility in a society. 1'heso are the types which increase economic

productivity rapidly and at the eame time encourage autonomous and enter-

prising economic action by the individual.

J. Certain types of education increase the upward group mobility

of certain groups in a society. Thess are the types which leed people to

identify themaelves with groupa and to give group goals priority over

individual goals.

4. Education improves the individual's chance for upward mobil­

ity. ân education aimed at preparing hira for e higher atatue job ia nost

effective in this respect.

J. Certain types of education increase the smount of individual

mobility (both upward and downward) in a aociety. There are the types of

education which are free or low cost, are eirned at preparing people for

new-type jobo, or are eirned at inculcating ettitudes fevorable to an open, 

fluid, and developing society.
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GENERALIZATI0N3 ABOUT KOBJLITT AND EDUCATICN UNDER COKGITIONS

ÜF IKDU3THIALIZATIÜN AND OBí-NIZATION

The purpose of this study was to find out how eociel cobility and
a.

education we related to each other in socioties undergoing industrieliza-

tion and urbanization. Frota the four societies ve hr.ve stulied, the following

generalizations csn be tsade.

A. Productivity is the Central Factor

The procece of industrialization increases the. production of goods

by a society, and therefore increases its disposoble income. Societies which

are inertesing their income tasy ucc the increase of income to;

1. f.cke investmcnts in machinery and lanei and other capital ao as to

increase income ctill further.

2. Increase the income of the aanual labor class, thus providing upward

group mobility for this class. (This increases the domestic ciarket for menufac-

tured gooda and for Services, thus creeting e demsnl for more production.)

>. Increase the general income levei in vsrious proportions for various

groups in the society.

A. Crente nore middle-class occupationel positions which in turn

either contribute to the further productivity of the society or contribute

Services to raiee the standard of living of the society.

E. The Problem of Incrensing and Distributing Income,

Every society which is on the highway of industrialization must decide

the following ouestions:

1. How increase production?

2. How nuch should production bc incrensed?

J. How distribute the resultsnt increase of income?

Each society «orles out its own snewere to these fuestions.

The USA has used mechanization end mass production to incresoe its pro­

duction and has mainteined the higheot levei of productivity of modern nations.

IVith the resultent Income it has made large capital inveotnents and at the

some time has mede generous income paymente to all psrties, with the working 
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clees being rewarded to the greetcst degree. As a consequence of these

uaes of ite incon.e the USA hos increaeed the relative numbcrs of middle-

status positions in the cociety.

Brasil ia just at the beginning of ite major economic development, and

consenuently no one csn sey just how Brasil will hendle the problctn of in-

creesing and distributing its income. The exletence of the "two Braslls"

means that there are two seta of Solutions to the problcm. One solution, fav-

óred by the "old Brasil" would. make only modest increoses in production,

would leave o substantial unskilled and unlettered lowc-r closs living at a

very low economic levei, and would distribute auch of the new income to e

emell clasa of uppcr-clasa owners and thejr families.

The other solution, fevored by the "new Brasil," would follow the

American exemple as for se poseible. Hvente of the laot 10 years suggeet

that Brasil may bo etnbarked tcntatively on th is route.

C. Education in Relation to Production anã Diatribution of Incomc

The clansicel education with its Symbolic values, is s kind of

epiphenocienon in a society undergoing economic development. It pleys no

functional psrt in the changcs going on, though it may be vslued and sought

after by people who heve been econoosically euccessful.

A functional type of education does the following things:

1. Trains people to increase produetivity, at sll tevels of work.

2. Teaches the society to decide on a certain kind of pol itico-econon.-ic

policy. The USA decided on a policy of econoEic expsnsion with a balanced

internai econotn^ that meintained and raioed the real incotne of all major

sectiona in the econoray, egricultural and industriei. Brasil io now facing

thie type of choice, and the choice Brasil makes, now and in the future, will

be affccted by the kinds of education given in Brasilian secondary schoolo and

unlversitieo.

J. Ic inevitable in the evolution / of the society. The only question' is

that of speed and degree of change toward a functional type of education.
6

The USA went in for a apeedy change to^functional type of education and a
05Uvery high degree of expeno-foft of American youth to it. Englsnd has chenged more

slowly and less thoroughly to a functional type of education»For Brasil the

question of speed and degree of functionalization of education is to be

answered within the next fcw yeera.
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Q. Social llobility

V.ith increasing income, it is clear that the socicty as a whole

or groups within the aociety will rise in standard of living and therefore

in cocinl statua. Upward mobility of the working claas eeems to be a general

phenomenon. It hes been true in the USA, Englarid, Auetralin, and Brasil.

Creation of a ”new middle cleso1* of salaried employers who give

expert Services is a geneial phenomenon. This increases the relative size

of the niddle classes and thus allovt. for a certain degree of upward tnobility.

The actuel stetue of the middle classes, in relation those above and below

thcs;, depenes on politicsl factors. For instencc, the middle classes

apparcntly moved up in status in 19th century Britsin, but have descended,

relative to the working classes, in the 20th century in Britein, USA, Aus-

tralie and Brasil. This loss of relative etatus, and of relative incotne, was

due to econorlc inflation, which caused nore demage to middle-class incones t

then to working class incomes.

Individual Fobility

A rclatively high degree of individual upward and dov.nward mobility

eeeras to be charactcristic of modern changing societies, Roughly hslf of

the population inoves up or down a etep on s 5-point ocsle of social classes

durlng 0 gencration.

Thtíre is 9 pretty close balance between upward and downvard individual

aobility unless the middle classes growing rspidly, as haa been true in tke

USA.

The aueotion whether a particular individual ehuuH be stsble, or

upwnrd or downwnrd mobilo in his lifetime dependo for on anower on a number of

factors of which his educotion ie ona. If he haa a functional e.iucotlon—

on educotion aimed at making hira a better worker in a status sbove the levei

at which he was bom—he has a good chancc of upwarl mobility.

The degree of net upward or downward mobility in e eociety depends on

the produetivity of the society, the mode of distribution of inoomo, and the

reproductlon ratea of the verious social classes.
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Sduoetion alone cannot create a net upward mobility in a society.

It can affect the balance of mcbility if it effecte productivity, or if it
F-vom

affects the ways in which the socicty uses the in corne -íhrr ite production.

In the USA,- educstion hns served effectively to increese upv.arl rc-obil ity.

In Brasil, up to the preeent titr.e, it is doubtful thst education hes had

mu oh beaiing «t the quoction of the reletlve emounts of upv/ard and downward m

mobility. Th ia is beceuse secondary

end hi£her oducation have becn tnainly sypbol1c in vnlue until quite recently,

and becauae the extent of seconílei-’.' ond.hlrhcr educetion is too srnll in

Brasil ur to the present to bear hecvily on e major ocororic probl-?"i.

But Brasil ian education seeas to be developing toi-ard the point where it v;ill

exercise n msjor influence upon the phcnorsenon of nociel ffiobility.o


