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If one aosinares educatlonal researeh in Brasil with educa»
tienal research. ,ín other Latin-Amoricari oountrios, ono ia impress-
ed with both th» -grea-ter volusto and th® superior qiiality oi’ work

in Brazíl» Bat wh»n sne attarapts to meaaure th® Brasilian work
agalnst th® meda of education in Brazil, ono aeos suah serious
wsaknssa that one cannot be satisfled with th® atate of affairs.

AÍmost aíl of tho educa ti anal resaareh in Brazil has been
done in a highly individual Kanuar, the work of a single psrrson
purauing a single interesfe» Th® rasult is a qunntíty of publica»
tion, som of it of high quality, but scattared over a wide arca
and not havlng ,meh effectívs bearing on th» presaing practical
problem of. edueation in Brszil» Thor» are alGo a.nunfcer offact-

. finding researches of th® survey typ®, .whlch hçlp us to g et a true. "■
coneeption of th© State of affairs in ârasilian sducation* bufe q£
coursa do not point tha vay to solutlon of problema»

•ffeeda "■ ■■ í > -h' ' ,;'v 79.-9 ■ :’

There ís a Rájor need' for th» planning and conduct of a so­
rtes of reaeavch®» on. the presaing proble^ía of Sraalllan eduoation •
such as; .<• ;

1. ■ Length of school day and àetàevamnt of puplls, The ••/
school day consista of 3 to U hours for jnost children. Thia my
b» the wajor cause.of low leveis of aohlevement in bs» prissery
school» bufe pobody has proved it. . ííeanwhile» the short schoal
day may -beocmo sc w&ll oatablished for reasans of econoiay that .
it will be difficult to ohange when the financial resourees be»
cora® available to longthen fehe school day. .diera should b® a
caraful staây of th» velation between langth of school day and . -
achievement of childran*

. 2» Teats of iearnlng abllitjr of chí>ldr®i, with norzas for at ..
least ono of th®.roore populous abates» üroup tests are the mosb

. practical* and ia spit® of th» Bliortcoaiugs of such -testa, they are
a vaiuabl» instrisaent and ahould be mde aval labia»

■ 3» Studi.es of ,th» causes, and eone-xà.tanta of Fallure and
Suecess in Bchool> 7 \ '

• An extonsivé study of th» nature of opportunity for educa-
■ tion lã Brasil* ©speciálly at the aeeondary school levei* . Whafc jar®

the factors ti;at liMt the opportunlty of able studenta? Vhdar
what condi tlons do we flnd the naxiraua of educational oppartuiJity?

5* ' Stadies of Teftâhar-Pupll rolablons» . l.hnfe kinda of leador-
shlp atyle are rxsat áffeetlv» in the classroom for Brasilian ©hild»
ren? 7. ■

Studi.es


Uhese'»y not be bhe mst iraportant probleras, but they aro
ajnong tha moat iivportant, and they all. illuótrate tha fact tfôat
sueh studièa require resourcos of wney and tim®. ‘Hioy require
careful plajming, tean>work, and a goód doai of tine. Ho indi­
vidual will be àble feo do much wlth su»h problema. fhere mat
be some institutlon that can mrshal th® tira® and energy of
teasiS of pooplo for this kind of work»

To. Hiaet thís need .the fqllowins Stepa mlght bs takeni

■ ' ... . < 1. Ono or «or® institutions might set up educational re*
search prosaras whích are based on oâreíul planning» on the deveio^,
mnt of* a-resoaroh toa», and pn the nosurance of eupport ovar a-pe-
riod of yaars. The Centro is obviously such an instítutlon. Ãn ■
ackiltion, it would be desirable to support sueh a programa in one
or more of thu Oniversities. ■'■■;■ -.■ .■■ ■■-■■■■■'•/ ■-■■;'■■

2. It jjnxsts bs 3HÍd, b.owovar> that tr.e porsonnel for suah a
prograra does not now exist either in the Centro or in any Uhlver»
sity. Thia is the crucial weaknoss. Thare are numbers of young
people, traluei as educational teçhnicians or as graduate students.».
who could work on resoarch toamsjf but thene is almost nobody with
the inaturity and. traíning necessary for leadership in sueh rcsearch

. ’ < projects* Â fev peopla might bs n»nti<nwtâ# bttt- they are elther
working In other areãs and cannot be brought baok into reáearchj : •

< ; ■' or thoy ara not intarested in a research careor* .. . .■ . .

'' Whet ia neoded is a half-dozon peoplo between' tíie ages of 30
' /.•• and 1|5> training boyond the Th.D. levei» with exparience in a va«

rlety of researeh teahniques«- Ihese peonla should be given further
opportunity for study abroad, if nscessary, and thon fíivon reao-areh
or Vnlvarslty appoiiitn»nte on a full-tixao baais, with assuran&o of

: ■ stabillty to-,thoir jobsi. -. ■ C; .?S <■■'. ‘ 7- ;..

, ' . .'Tarbaps th® ©h&irs in Sducation in the raajor Unlversitlea
should be õpen to such peoplo» after they have sarvad aa research
direetors, with the espectatlon that they would continue product-
ive in resoarch snd in training paopla to frak© their placea,

3» 'H» problejn of financial support ia probably lesa preasing
than the problara of finding and training peroonnel* But there.
should be a «ysteia of mking researeh grants ©n an objectiva basls
ao that a person vould enter on a rosearch career auro that he can

■. h h. flnd support for his research if it is of good quality^

For this purposa, it aeem to xne that soma sort of Cojmission
; , - on Sàuca tl oml ; Research should be set up and given «aney to srwnd»

■•..‘Tida prooedure kas been adopted in all.the modorn countrles whleh
support research. It was firat appliod to resoarch in the phyaical...'
and the biological Bcioncea, and fâ^en to the social Sciences,».

The coítósslpn should be given gradually ínereasing woney, as
it leams its job» It should have an adequate staff» it should
eatabllsh itself in the rainha of people as boing thorouslily objeot-
ive, and having no personal intareats in- ü>e granta thab 'are «ade

-or in the people to whom granta .are raadôi»: ■ ■.



Such financial support should go 'to Indlvldoala for nüX
projocts, to eiicouraga t'no.vn índallow tteas to gafe startod, as
weli as to taaas of rss@ax»eh©rs with mjox» pi^ojeeta.


