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: 3. With respect to the Amazonian region, the studies mentioned in paragraph.2
above indicated that, out of 5C8,CCO children who were enrolled in the first grade’
©in 1962 only 58,000 (15.3 per cent) finished the fourth grade in 1965, while in
the North-East, out of 1,143,000 children who entered school only 96,000 (8.4 per 4
cent) completed the first cycle of schooling. In the southern part of the country

- the situation is somewhat'less serious; of a total of 2,747,000 children who

started school in 1962, 625,000 (22.8 per cent) terminated the fourth grade in 1965.

4., In order to tackle the situation, in the three-yéar'”Strategic Development

" Programme" approved by the Federal Government in the second half of 1968,.specificv
actions of a priority nature have been estaﬁlished in the field of education,
particularly "Operation School”, approved by Decree No. 63,258 /€8. ‘”Operation
School" is designed to enforce the constitutional provision which requires school
attendance for all children between the ages of sevén and fourteen years. It aims
at promoting a reform of the primary school system 1n order to increase its
capacity to absorb a largér number of neﬁvSﬁhdents and to eliminate the bottleneck
caused by large indexes of failure, repetition_and desertion. The project; which
is to. be implementea progressively, starting in the larger poﬁulation centres,

is the responsibility of the secretariats of educ&tion of the States and divisions
of education of the Federal Territories. Technical and financial assistance ié

to be provided by the Ministry of Education and Culture.

5. TIn addition to "Operatiorn School”, the "Strategic Development Programme"

_ contemplates the following~lineé‘df action:

(a) Continuation of the programme for profe531onal training and upgrading of

SUPErvVisors;

(b) Training and ﬁpgradlng of high-level administrators of education and
specialists in primary education who work in the state secretariats of
education and institutes of education;

(¢) Reformulation of normal school education both in qualitative and
quantcitative terms;

(d) Tmprovement of primary-school teachers through the preparction and
utilization of materials for their self-betterment, the xciliZation of
modern techniques and programmed teaching, and the pr-. ‘ion of courses
for directors of primary schools; '
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