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ON THE BASES OF THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CURRICULUM
Iaid down by the. Federsgl Council of Education

The General Law on.Educatlon has introduced im-
port&nt noveltles with respect to the responsibilities
of varlous,educatlonal organs 1m.connectiom.with the fra-
mlng and 1ntroductlcn of the curricula for elementary
schools, The essence of the provisions lzid down lies
im.the fact that in the field.of the framinmg and intro-
duction of the currlcula“the respomsibllltles axre def1~
ned ranging from those which the organs for education of
the Federation have, those which go to the educational

~organs of the Republiga=to those which are left to lokal
‘educational organs amd mchools amd the organs of social

management of schools., The latter are participating for
the first time in the process of the framing and comple-
tion of the curriculum for elemenfary'snhools on the
line of #its full coordination with the meams and condi-
tions of 1life of the locality in which the elementary

" school is functioning,

In accordance with these provisions, the PFederal
Counmecil of Educatiaﬁ, as the organ responsible‘for'the
introduction of general common bases of cirricula for
elementary schools in the country, introduced such ba-
sex of curricula for elementary schools at its session
of February 27 of this yezr, In this way the educational

organs of the Republics, which are responsible for the iIntro-

duction of curricula, hawe received for further elabora-
tion the curificula in the several Republice and these



should be ready for the next school year 1959/60.

In view of the fact that the bases of the cuv-
ricula are being laid down after defining of ¥he now
concepvion of elementary school in accordasuce with the
reform of cﬁmnulsvry‘eﬁubation, the Federal Couneil of
Education has dscided. to set out in +the introductory
chapters of +he "Bases" in = conmcise way also the ba&ic

attitade vegarding school, its role znd tasks, the fra-
mework of its educational fuﬁction.and.the character
of its internal organization. After the setting out of
the general principles upoﬁ.whi@h the reformed elementa-
ry school fs befmg built, a common curriculum for the
whcle of the country is determined and after that the
bages of the syllabus and the elements for organization
cf other forms of educatiomal work which is dome in the
school are given,

The basic principles, although set cut in a
very coneise way are important not only'because of
this document which the PFederal Council of Bducation
has int troduced, but also because of the fact that they
'have-besn laid down at a time When all +the educational
organs of the seversl Republics éie making Uréparations
for the drafting of thetr own.Republlc lawp cn elemen*a—
ry schoois, In thisg espect’*hey can sevvu as the star-
ting basis for preparation of those laws,

The ﬁanen+ary'svhool LS, it is stated In the
introductory par "an independent soctial educational
institution.based.upon the principles of socizal mansg-

gemant™, It represents the foundation of the entire

F
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educational sysitem and is the basis o every furiher

a4~

form of education, It iz compulsmory for all chitidren

of seven to Lifteen yezrs of ags, and itvs standard cha-

racter stems from the common edusational zim waizh the

sociglisy community sets. It Is developed uponm bagical-
es

ly standard sccio»pedagogica& principl

ol
J-e
<+

ry'school.develops its infernzl Jife in order tha
could influence morec guccegafully vhe genersl develop-
nent of the young gesneration educated In i+, Every
gchool>und”'takes towards this end thoss pedagogical
measures waitch guaranﬁee_%o it full success in the edu-

“¢n§ of youth entrusted To &t. The school autﬁorities
and teachers are called.upon ﬁo'introdﬁae into the 1if
and work of the schiool theose forms gnd means ¢f educa-
tion which under the given conditions combribute the
most towards realizatioﬁ of the educational vasks which
thelir &chool.has.ﬁo fulfill,

. P"ocned¢nv rom the general alm of education
set in Th= General Law on Education, the imtroduction
specifically states the tasks of the elementary schools
s of "ﬁhoolp which '#'nvide the entire young gemeratlon
with the bases ¢f modern e@ueétiomg @aa espscially equip
it with the sound au_éluy o read and wrifte, Introduce
the pupils Invo ﬁnte“pretatlon of appearzaces, p“oce s3es
and roles of law in nature and sociciy and accuaint them
with ths values end achicvementis of sclance and aris.

.
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Tha documany stresscs on o specizml

~

velonment cf love %Owaras Work, of worik and
0

I
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tion of work habids; and Fo thlas end cuvisages, 1n

. B0 Ho eleme;%s-of general vechnical education

o

introducitiion of elemendy ¢f production worke
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The sdiwleS’also assigned the task to develop
with the pupils the physical end mentzl abilities, espe-
cially the ability of cobegervation, imdepedent and criti-

cal judgement ete, Liportant attention is devoted to the

taalk of physical snd health education, as well as ertistic
zocial gnd moral education.

Being founded upon the principles of soclal mana-
gement, the elementary schock organizes its Internal 1ife
and work by buildimg up the pupils' gelf~government in
‘order to develop with the pupils the spirit of communal
life, responsibility and discipline. It has to help the
pupils understand the outlooks cf development of socialism
in our country, it has Ho be directly commected with the
1ife of the respective locality and to help the pupils
understand the problems and tasks of their community
and, in cooperation with parembs and social organizations,
+0 act as = facltor of socialist education,

The curriculum is divided into eleven broad edu-
cational Tields which during the schooling branch out
into specific subjects, go that it is partially based
alaso on the principle of division of subjects. A total
number of classes is Fixed for every grade, and it de-

- pends upon the specific condivioms and possibilities of
every school how the problem of timetable for the entire
work inm the school will be solved, am well as the problem
of the time devoted to teaching im individual grades, The
cchool 1ife and work demend a mew arrangsment of work in
school, and = longer school day. The-work'day in the
school should im the fature cmbrace, fn addition to Teaz-
ching, aisolprgduction.work3 free activities, rest axmd

recreation. As a rule, the pupits will perform most of

v i
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their tasks and obligationms In the school rather than at

homsz,
In addition +o the tasks for every ficid the ba-

-

geg of the curriculum embrace only the necessary ouilines

£ subject matter for various educational fields. For mo-

ther tongue the subjectH matder ls 'dlvided Inbo thuece paxrts

viw.ts for I-IIT grade, for IV-V grade, and fimally for
VI-VIIT grads. |

The emphasis during the firsh years is,én.the.pu~
pil acquiring the skill of reading a=md developingnit +t
& degree of fluent and logicsl reading, also'develcping
the gkill of proper oral expression gnd reoiting., Paral-
lel with the gkill of reading & pupll acqairé@ during

-

hegs yeowrs g@lso the skill of writing and expressing him-
-

o+

[avay

gelf in writing and the elementsry kmowledge of use of

=

crds (for subjects and belings, for actions), the compo-

gition of sentences, the Zumction of nouns and werbs in

From grade IV to VI there is z particular educa-

tional field: "study of nature", Here the pupll acguaints

" himself with those phenomenz which are ccmnected with /A7

surface of earuva, life om earth (earth, its creation and
1ife on It, manifestations of 1ife, man as a 1iving Dbeing

By

axd hie dependence upon plant and animal worid, ag well

Ve

3z upon & number of other natural phencmena and processes),
The teaehimg of natural sclences in grades VII

aad VIII branches ou’ into physics, chemistry anﬁ biclogy

ag thiee separate subfects which conﬁimuexﬁé be elogely

inftercennected, In these grades the pupilg acguaint them-

gelves with cerdain elementary laws of mature, and come
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to understand the necessity of acquiring knowledge1sf na -
tural scmenco in order Yo be able 4o undergtand the worid
surrounding them and to fimd their bearings’'fin it. The do-
cument sets out the nccessa ry oulblines of subject mavtor
for all these three subjects. The emphasis is on those
parts which have @ brozder field of gpplication in modern
life., The document’ especially points out the importauce
of experiments and laborato“y methods im.*ne teaching of
these subjects. The teacher is lnstructed tc proce@€d from
concrete technical means used by man in productlon, Srars-
por‘b, industry, as well as from agricultural projects, pe:r-"
cels of land, farms ete . when teaching various phenomena
and processes 1ln the field. of physics, chemistry and bi-
ologys

Mathematics eccupies an impoxrtamt place in the

education of & pupll by'tasks_assigne& to it, as welil as
by the subject matter sssigned to the vauidus grades, Com~
pared with the fdrmgr %EEE%EE? certain changes have bech
made in the subjecdh matteq@specially ‘n geometry. It ia
gignificant that the document thus solves also the pro-
blem which has been under discuselion during the recent
years, namely whether the same level of ingbruction Im
mathematics shiould be provided oxr children in rural &
city schoozs or whether there should Ttz a differemce In
the sense of providing higher instruction to city chil-
dren.

Genersal technical educatiom of pupils of el emen-~

tary schools runs from the first bto the last grade., Duxriag

the first yoars the pupils.acquire elements of thig edu-

oation through the teaching of all subﬁecﬁa? but frem the
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fourth grade onward there is a specicl educational field
in whieh they acquaint themselves with the characteri -
stics and way of treating of various materials; they ac-
quaint themselves with tools and measuring instruments
used during basic productic;n proceases, they are introdu-
ced imto technical drawing im order to be able to use '
'&h,em;-, they acquaint themsejllweﬁ with propelling machinery,
tranuissdon mechaniem am_ﬂf machine tools =md with similar
bagle knowledge of power; they ascquaimt thexﬁselwe-s with
agrotechnics and with the main processes of industrial
and agricultural productiom. Im thils way the -p.upila de~-
velop interest for engineering in modern life, as well

as for technical equipinents and materigls which are im-
portant for the improwement of human life, By working in
the school workshop & pupil d.evelops the skill eand art of
uging hangg,learns how to properly use and maintzin tools,
instruments and simple machines.

General technical education, viewed from g brozd
angle and in oconjunction with the t}‘eafchﬁing of nmaturszl
gcliences, may have & considerzble influence on th\e‘ laying
of foundation for production and work education of pupils

and. on the discovery and reazlisstion of various forms of

participation by pupile in production and other work,

This particularly comes into consﬂid.éraftion during the
last grades of elementary school when the school can re-
ceive aid from experts in connection with work in school
workshops or in workshopz of vocational 'schools.Produc:ﬁ.cn
work at this age is subject, naturally, to the e@uéatio-m'li_
task of the school and to the degree of generak development:
of the pupil.
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Knowledge of society ag a subject Is dtaught cen-
tinuously from the first to the last grade. In the first
grades (I~-IIT) it is = part of the broad field cf "know- -
ledge of nature and society". At that stage the children

acquaint themselivesfwith life and work of men in ths fa-
mily and commﬁﬂity‘ In the IV and V grades'ih vhe vemehimg
of "knowledge of society"the puplls acqua G-Lqemsalvas
with social happeningsin the QESu ard i ““he present. on

the Wider, Yugoslav scale, They‘aoqualnt thomsolvas in ge-
neral.llne& with Yugoslav1a, Wlth the economlc-geograyhlc
characteristics of wider areas’ énd Wlth the “1ifercf ~mern

in them. Certain data and:lliuﬁ"ratlonJ are given sinmul-~
tanaously:of'fhe-life An the‘past ,and espeSxalgy aoout
the evcnts iv ‘the: War -of Natlonal LLbe“ation7and”from our
recent past at the ssme tlme,“comnarlng, wherever. ‘suitakle,
the happenings in our country'with oeruain,ﬂmpor*ant'events
in other parts of -the world, In thls way the pupils -ar
Lntroduced, by méans of-importanﬁ events»ln.the life of

our coumtry and\peoples,_intd the'ﬁndérStandiﬁg of the
‘achievements of brotherhqu.ahdtunifyg-1bVe towards our
peoplés is déveloped_with thgm‘as‘wéli as respeot for

rights of other peopias

Y

In the final years of sohobling'{he "knowledge

v

of society" teaching oranches ouv lnto sp501f¢ed fields,
namely history, geography, bases of economic and social

systems, as well as bases o¢ soc1allst morals. These par*s

N
«

have to be closely'lnterconnectcd they'havb to complement
one another and to- represent g Curtaln compluue wacle,
5 . AZ%~r the introduction in the VT grade, 1n w-ish
; , basic knowledge is furnished of fgenerzl geog“aphy'wh*oh

i® nesigmseey 1OT a~qua;nt¢ng of papi s with geographic
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regions, one pasges over to teaching about Burope and this
1= taken by broader geographic areas and their basic
physiaal»geographioai‘and‘edonomic characteristics.
Other contiments are dealt with in the VIT grade, while
the VIIT grade is devoted;to the study of the FPRY, its
geographis pogition, size and physical-geographic chgw-
racteristics by brecader régicns, A shert study is made
of population, populated arcas and structure of population
by occupations. | ‘

On the basis of the Comstitution of the FPRY, the

social system, the People's Committecs and their functions

~are dealt Wlth a review is made of the People's-Republlcg-

basic daua are given on the economy'o¢ the FPRY and on its
development, in particular on the economy of the Communes,
on the mechanism of managemenu of enterprises, cooperatives
and S0 0N , ,
' Hisfory'is taught from the VI grade onwerd taking
a number of.important'historf¢al eventis and.héppenings by

a certain chronological.order, The pupils acquaint themsek~

ves with the basie features of life and with various periods

of development at the beglnning of communal life, im the
ancient Greek and Roman period, in the development of the
Nﬁﬁﬂle’Aﬁes and Modern Time, and especlally with the
most 1lmportant events and historical figures in the history
of our peoples during their struggle for liberation.

The final grade of schooling is devoted to the
introduction of ﬁupils into the understanding of the hap-

penings and events in the immediate past, into the develop-
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mens of the War of National Liberaticn, and especially in-

+5 the development of the socialist social system in our

country. On the basis of current themes the pupils are in-

trecduced into the understanding of the present day picture

of theyworlda the struggle for peace in the woix®, the rple
- playwd by cur country etc. .

A strong effect of the school on the socizl-moral
plane begins with the beginming of schoolirg and extends to
ail forms of educatiomel influence Which the school organi-
zes. Under the curriculum the bases of socialist morals are
introduced in the final grades (VII and VIII) as a specific
educational field in which the pupils are given particular
hel@ in the fixing of certain basic ethical values, It is
sjgnificanﬁ that the framing of the programme of work in
shis field is left to the teaching staff of the school on
the basig of the heeds and conditions of life of the surroun-
&ings of the pupils, while the life of man in our socialist
community and the socigl relétionsdeveloping in that com-
munity are taken as the basts, In this way the studies will
be more imteresting to the pupils and more approachable to
them, while systematization of certaln ethical ideas will
regt upon what aipupil.experfencesa

From V to VIIT grade fhe pupils learn ohe of the
forelgn languages which are taught in the school.

In view of their significance in modern educatiom
and in the building up of &-fully developed.peréon, physi-

col and health eduoation occupy their proper place in the

curriculum and in the bames of the syllabus, as well as in
the setting of general taks for the elementary school. In
g g ¥

addi’ e to teachimg, physical and healthe education Is

- g

.



i o

T

carrled.out in sports and physical culture organizations
which function within the framework of the school, The
school is also called. upon to ocrganize cegb .7, sunmer va-
cation centers and exur31onﬁ»for the pupils as well gs re-
creation exercises. It has %o concern.itself with the hezlth
cf the pupils, to organize health protection for the pupils.
To this end, in cooperation with corresponding socigl orga-
izations, the schcol starﬁs.variousvactivities:and Zinds
fundg for providing bettsr food for the children and éo OILe

Speelf o4 uasks hawe been placed 1n the bases of
the physical education programme and means and forms of edu-
cational work have been determined. Tm the beg1nn*ng grades
+here is to be every day = short physical exercise lasting
for up to thirty’minutes, While from the IIT to VIIT grade
there is to be at least *hreé classes @ week. Thé school is,
called: upon to introduce, in cooporatlon w.th +Ae phy81cian,

special "correctiwve" gymnastics: eyer01ses for those pupils
who need such exercises., There are games once a wnek dur ng
+the afternoon Hor grades I-IV, and & Whole day of games and
sports for,gradeVV-VI’II° It is necessary'uo make durlmg the
course of the je@;9a4 least:siX'excursiohs imbo the country,
for “he begi nnlnv gvades half day eéhr31ons and for otne;
gradeﬁ'fullpday excursions. .

Arts and music education have a more favourable
place fn the curriculum #han had been the case in the hither-
to curricula.

Aris education broadens the field of work and, in
addition to drawing envisages also painting, model making,
aestethic appralssal of works of ard. In the beginning gra-

des particular attenition is devoted %o the leavimg cf the



pupil to his own impressions, while later on he is directed
how to observe and.fiﬁﬁ.out numerous visugl facts presented
to him, Attention is also devoted to activities in the field
of applied. arts in order to develop with the pupils the gbi-
1ity to appreciate beauty in daily life.

Music education is not limited as it had been up
t111 now to singing and to the leaffng of the basis of theory
of music, but is expanded to include iﬁstrumental music be-
ginming with percussion instruments which the children fre-
ely choose. The pupils are gradually'acquainted with works of
famous composers and are taught how to differentiate between
various instruments and theifr functionms in an orchestr&g

Beginning with the VI grade, the currieulﬁm con-
tains domestic écience as @ subject with the aim of develo-
Ping with the pupils the sense of modern home economies, for
a rational organization of work and rest, for szvimg of ma-
terial, expenditure of powef'etc; The pupils are acquainted
with the modern way of life at home and in the family (diet,
housing, clothing)as well as with organization of sociazl
- mervices for households and in commuri ty- centers.

x x X

In accordance with the demands expressed in the
provisions of the General Law on Education which pertzin
to organization of internal life and work in elementary
school, the "Bases" also set out the propositionsregarding
the need of expansion of educational work to new domaines
outgide the tesching process and to the introduction of
new forms of school act1v1t1ea. The sooalled "free activi-
ties" of pup¢ls are separately dealt'w1th‘ In principle,

e
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these are activities which are organized upon the principle
of children's self-governmens. The conductving of theae acti-
vities Is left to the pupils and to Ploneer Orgarnizations,
The school, the parents and the socigl oﬁganizationﬁ endea~
wour to help a'pmpil,%b discover proper activities during
the school year.

With respect® to the organication and form of Iree
activities, every'schbol procgedg;from‘ita~coﬁdi%iom@ and
possiblilities;, =o that it would be harmfuli +o inmtreducs
here any universal schemes. The need is stressed of deve-
loping of a certain independence of pupils's organizations
in the laying down of the prbgramme of work.

Free activities are & part of educaticunal work of
the school.

| From thelr easrly chil&h}od.the'pupils express &
desfre to make something. The school should satisfy'%his
desire of theirs and, within the framework of its activi-
ties, obligatorily introduce various forms of work sctiwvi-
tles; on certain levels, also those gctivities which hawve

the character of production. Thus, in the elemenfary school

‘already work will become an integral par® of the life of &

pupil, while work education will become ome of the factors
of reduction of difference between physical and intelectuzl
work. ) _

The character and forms ¢f work and production

education are, naturally, determined by the degree of

- psycho-physical development of the pupils and by the taska

cf the elementary school. In the laying down of the programme

nf this work every school lIs #ndependent. The school rorocceds

Sh el S o
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from its actuzl conditions and peasibilities,

work has to Be based upon the teaching in general, and in



partﬂCMA- upon the +haahfng of naiir al.sc1ennes and gene~

ral ters vy

education.

Tt would be w 13g:fified to limit this work in ru-
ral schools to only sctivwities of an agricultural charascter, 1
and in cities exch.asiwvely to activities of an industrial
chazacter, In a oity it is possible to find also a serics
of activitics within “he framework of communal work (the
vatting 1n order of grass plots parcs, afforestation, har-

.2 o

veating, cte,, clilwation of school gardens, model plois),
wiile ia rural districis, in addition to agricultural work

varlous bechnical plants may also Ve used, In both cases '
c«chool work shops end plants of variocus suitable enterprises
may be usad.

Pupils' cooperatives are recommended as a suitable
form of wori, Ticse coop‘ratlves houldnhave their plots,
work shops snd. cther material mesus for work, The cooperaﬁi~ d
ves funoticn upon the principle of pupils' self-govermment,

The role of elementary school, especially in the
rural districts fu not mém;ted to only work with childrem
hut s sxtended on educat ioial.quosﬁions to cooperation
with the family and socizl organizatioms of the respective

place:

Tn the final part of tire "Bases" demands are made §
for the elﬁvaiicn.qf the material basis of elemenuary'ochoolu,
egpeclally for the dev eiopment of school space, equipring

wi¥h modern teaching afds and other meams necessary for work,

Tha “niraduction of the "Bases of curricula for

Ut opepregents the enmd of a stage of deve-
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lopment of a new type of eight-year elementary school. A

gocial ~pedagogical foundation has been laid for its intex-.

nax.develoﬁment-inawhich.should.further participate no*%

only the Republie organs of edmcatiom but also the local
¢ organs of education and the temching staffs,

Beograd, May 1959
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